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IT Is APPOINTED UNTO MEN ONCE TO 
DIE, BUT AFTER THIS THE JUDGMENT. | 
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'TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE | 
THE EARL OF BUTE, 


Firſt Lord of his Majesrty's Treaſury, 
Knight of the Molt Noble Order 
of the — &c. &c. &c: 


My Lonp, 
HATEVER may be ts 
Execution of the little Per- 
| formance which I have the Honour 
to to your Lordſhip, it will 
derive ſome Merit, 1 am perſuaded, 
in your Lordſhip's Sight, from the 
good Meaning wherewith it was 
written, from its Suitableneſs to my 
Profeſſion, and from the Importance 
of its Subject. Perhaps, too, its Au- 
thor's undiſſembled Reſpect for your 
Lordſhip may give it ſome additional 
Value; for true Reſpect, we are aſ- 
ſured, can give Value to the ſmalleſt 
— 4 from the Hands of the 
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But, indeed, I did not know to 
whom I could, with greater Pro- 
priety, inſcribe a Work of tais 
Nature, than to a Nobleman, whoſe 
regular Life, and punctual Diſcharge 
of all the ſocial Duties, muſt render 
Refl dl iens on Death not unpleafing ; 
whole Regar to Works of Litera- 
ture hath always been eminent and 
conſiſtent; and who, though con- 
tinual employed in Affairs of the 
higheſt Moment, hath teſtified that 
Regard by the moſt favourable At- 
tention to Men of Science and Lcarn- 
ing. 


From hence, my Lord, we are 
encouraged to promiſe the faireſt 
Days to good Letters and good 
Manners : — —— They c:nnot but 
flouriſn under your diſcerning Eye, 
and the foſtering Patronage of our 
beloved Mox ARCH; in whoſe un- 
tullicd virtues, while his People fel 
citate 
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citate themſelves, no grateful Man 
can be inſenſible of the Honour, 
which redounds to the illuftrious 
Perfon, who had ſo conſiderable a 
Share in forming the Royal Mind 
to Virtue; and infpiring it with 
thoſe great, juſt, and Patriot Senti- 
ments, which have obtained to our 
Sovereign, from his Subjecte, that moſt 
honourable of all IEEE the 
Good. 


er in your Prince's Favour, 
wy Lord, and happy in the Conici- 
ouſneſs of your own Integrity, you 
will go on to deſerve and to obtain 
the Eſteem and Affection of all Men 
of Science, of Virtue, and Religion. 
So will your Name be placed high in 
that Temple of true Glory, where 
the Whiſpers of Malevolence, and 
the Clamours of Faction, ſhall never 
de heard; where Envy, the unfail- 
ing Shadow of Merit, ſhall never be 
permitted to enter ; and where—— 
A 3 when 
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when that melancholy Hour is come, 
which no Might nor Greatneſs in 
Mortality can delay,-—that Hour in 
which you, my Lord, ſhall be loft to 
your Friends, to your Country, to 
your King, your Monument ſhall 
the glorious Truth, that 
© You were a principal Inſtrument in 
putting an End to a War, uncom- 
% monly wide and extenſive; and of 
*+* reſtoring Peace to an exhauſted and 


„ depopulated World.” 


I am, my Lord, with the moſt re- 
ſpectful Acknowledgments for this 


Indulgence, 


Your LoxDsnle's 
| Moſt obliged and devoted 


Wyſt-Ham, 


| Pau. 1, 1763. Z WII IIA . 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


TH ESE Reflections were tft written 

with a Deſign to be publiſhed in a ſmall 
Volume proper to be given away by well- 
diſpoſed perſons at Funerals, or en any 
other ſolemn Occaſion. But the Editors of 


the Chriſtian's Magazine, ſuppoſing they 
might be of ſame Service to that uſeful and 
well. eſteemed Work, requeſted the Author 
firſt to print tbem there, and afterwards to 
pur ſue Eis original Defign. Accordingly, - 
i bey were printed in ſeparate Chapters, and 
be bath Reaſon to be /atisfied with the Ke- 
ception they met with. His beſt Prayers 
accompany them in th:ir preſent Firm, that 
they may be ſound uſeful io Mankind. 


He is bound in Juſtice io the ingenicus 
Writer of Mr. Naili's Life, to declare, 
that the Paſſage cbjected to, p. 136, is 
correfied in the Second Edition « of ibat 
Mert. 
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REFLECTIONS on DEATH. 
CHAPTER I. 


—To die——to ee 
No mere : a bois hr ave ond 
The heart- ach, aud the tho an actural ſhocks 
That fleſh is 2 to : "tis a conſummation 
Droculy to be <wiſh* — die — 70. 
To Jieep! perchance to dream e ay, there's the rub, 
For in that fierp of Death what dreams may came, 
When we have uffied off this mortul coil, 
Muſt give us pauſe : there's the reſpr# 
That makes calamity of ſo long life : 
For <vho would bear the whips and ſcorns of time, 
7% oppreſſor”s <vrong, the man's c0 
The pangs of deſpiſed love, the law's delay, 
The inſolence of office, aud the frres 
That patient merit of th* unworthy tales 
But that the dread of ſomething after Death 
| (That undiſcovered country, from e bourne 
No traveller returns) putzles the ævill, 
And makes us rather beu the ills aue * 
Than fly to others. that cue know not of. 

SHAKESPEARE, 


FEW evenings ago I was called 

to perform the lai. ſad office to 

the ſacred remains of a departed friend 
It is too commonly found, that a 
familiarity wich death, and a frequent 
recurrence of :nerals, grade, and church- 
yards, ſerves to harden rather than hu» 
As; manize 


mangled 
bones and duſt of his fellow-creatures *. 
And alas! how often have I felt with 


indignant reluctance my wandering heart 


would grow 
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manize the mind; and to deaden rather 
than arouſe thoſe becoming reflections, 
which ſuch objects ſeem excellently cal- 
culated to produce. Hence the phyſi- 
cian enters, without the leaſt emotion, 


the gloomy chambers of expiring life; 


the undertaker handles without concern - 
the clay-cold limbs; and the ſexton 
whiſtles unappalled, while his ff _ 
caſts forth from the earth the 


engaged in other ſpeculations, when 
called to miniſter at the grave, and to 


confign to the tomb the aſhes of my fel- 
low creatures. 


Yet * teacheth like Death: 
and though perhaps the buſineſs of life 
twrpid, and the firings of 

activity be looſed, were men continually 


coming, when he too muſt 
K 3 
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pear before God's awful Ju 'gment-ſeat; 
when he too muſt be 1 by a fix- 
ed, an irrevocable, and eternal decree. 


As I entered the church- yard, 


Where heawves the turf in many a mould' ring heap 3 
where— Zach in his narrow cell for ever laid, 


ſo many of my friends, my __—— 
my fellow-creatures, he mould ring in 
duſt; — ſtruck with the flow and ſolemn 
ſound of the deep-toned bell, and par- 
ticularly impreſſed with the afflicting cir- 
cumſtances of his death, whoſe obſequies 
] was waiting to perform; I found the 
involuntary tear ruſh from mine eyes, 
and the unbidden figh heave in my la- 
1 5 Oh Death, mighty conque- 
And, th, mighty | 
ror !” [ could not „ ing in the 
filence of unaffected meditation 
4 Oh Death, — terrible, how wonder- 
ful thou art! Here I ſtand, full of life; 
health ſmiling on my cheek. and ſpark- 
ling in my eye ; oy active feet ready to 
bear me drikly „ and my hands 
prompt to execute t eir appointed of- 
fice : ſcenes of pleaſing kelly are be- 
fore me; the comforts of domeſtic ſe- 
| A6 renity 
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renity dwell ſeemingly ſecure around 
me; and my buſy foul is planning fu- 


ture unprovements of happineſs and 
peace.——But the moment is coming, 
perhaps is near, when life's feeble pulſe 
ſhall play no longer, theſe eyes no more 
ſparkle, nor this cheek glow wad health, 
that pale as the ſhroud which inveſts 
me, and thoſe cloſed with the lids, to 
uncloſe and awaken no more : the feet 
ſhall decline their function, and the 
uſeleſs hands fall heavily down by my 
fide. Farewell then all the ng, 
_— ſcenes before me: farewell 
the orts of domeſtic peace : my 
beſt loved friends ſhall weep — 
over me; and my thinking, reſtleſs, 

buſy foul at length find xepoſe, and be 


mate 
World hath wrapped up the im 
moment in im 


portant 
penetrable darkneſs from 


human view ; that from the cradle we 
might have the ſolemn object before us, 
— 
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Let me then not labour to divert the 
improving ſpeculation, but advance till 
nearer, and fee, if I can learn what it 
is to die! 


To die 22222 
whoſe graves I now am wa —— 
you, who ere long, hke me, trod this 
region of mortality, and drank the g 
en day——with you the bitterneſs of 
Death is ; you have taſted what 
that is, which ſo much the 
human of which we all know 
fo little, and yet of which we all muſt 
| know fo much! Oh could you inform 
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and nothing but experience muſt be al- 
lowed to fatisfy theſe anxious reſearches 
of mortals.” 
Yet let us not forbear theſe reſearches ; 
or at leaſt not relinquiſh the intereſting 
meditation. For what can be of equal 
importance to man, deſtined ay 
to tread the path of Death ?— what 
of equal importance to examine, as whi- 
ther that path leads, and how it may be 
trod ſucceſsfully ? — what of equal im- 


portance for a pilgrim of a day to con- 
template, as that great event which muſt 


open to him a ſtate unalterable, and 


without end ? 


| All men muſt tread that gloomy path 
I is appeinted for a men once 10 die. 
Adam's curſe is upon all his ri 
Duſt they are, and to duſt they muſt 
return—-But whither leads that gloomy 
path !— Alas, in the heathen world with 
a bewildered mind they fought the reſo- 
. Jution of tha: queſtion. —— Death was 
dreadful ir d in fuch circumftances : 
for if we want the glad of immor- 
tality to cheer our departing fouls, what 
affliction can even be conceived more 
— 
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paration from all we hold dear on earth, 
and perfect annihilation of all future 
expectancies 

Life and immortality are | to 
light by the Goſpel ; and the queſtion is 
anſwered clearly from that book, whence 
alone we can information on this 
point Once to die, and after that be 
judged e muſt all ſtand before the 
judement-ſeat of Chriſt ! Oh my foul, how 
awful a reflection! Can any thing more 
be wanting to inſpire thee with the 
moſt ſerious purpoſes, and moſt devout 
reſolves, than the certainty of death, the 
affurance of judgment, the knowledge of 
immortality ! 

Aud ofter death be judged! Tell me 
no more of the pangs of death, and 
the torment of cal ſufferance.— 
What, what is this, and all the evils 
of life's contracted ſpan to the things 
which follow after? This it is, which 
makes death truly formidable, which 
ſhould awaken every ſolemn reflection, 
and flimulate every rational endea- 


vour ! | 
judged ! to be ſentenced by an 


To be 
1. 2 


| 
: 7 
: 
: 
| 
\ 
| 
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body lies withering in this comfortleſs 
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nal and unchangeable ; an allotment of 
conſummate felicity, or conſummate 
diſtreſs. 

Oh Immortality, how much doth the 
thought of thee debaſe in their value 


every earthly enjoyment, every earthly 


uit and poffeſſion —and ſhew man to 
imſelf in a point of view which amply 
diſcovers his true bufineſs on earth, 
which amply diſcovers the true dignity 
of his nature, and forcibly repcoves 
his wretched attachment to ſublunary 


things ! 


Lr 
from yonder grave—l hear a 


ſolemn whiſper to my ſoul! 


« Every grave proclaims thy own 
mortality ! Child of the duft, be bum- 
ble, and grow wiſe ! A few days fince, 
like thee, I flouriſned in the Fain field 
of the earthly world ; a few days fince 
I was cut down like a tower, and my 


bed! of God and — 
to duty, | paſſed gaily along, and 
thought no ſtorm would ever overcleud 
my head !—In a moment the unexpect- 
ed tempeſt aroſe. I ſunk, ay 


Go thy way, and forget not thyſelf : re- 
member that to-day thou haſt life in 
thy power ; to-morrow, perhaps, thou 
mayeſt lie a breathleſs ! Eſtimate 
from thence the value, poor and fmall, 
of all things beneath the fun ;—and for- 
get not that death and eternity are, by 
an indiffoluble band, united ! If thou 
dareſt to die, and unprepared meet thy 
God, who can h deplore thy 
miſery, moſt wretched of beings ! 


' Ever- 


laſting anguiſh, remorſe, and 
ment, affuredly await thee. —Bur if, bear- 
ing futurity in mind, thou art fo bleſt 
as to live in conformity to the Jaw of 


river of God's inexhautted love, remains 
to reward thy faithful ſervices. 
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CHAPTER u. 


Boaſe not thyſelf of to-morrow ; for thou knows/t 
not cubat a day may bring forth. 


Pr. xxvii. 1. 


32 frecd ts be juſtified ! 
Eccleſ. xviii. 22. 


o Death, W 
to a man that liveth at reſt in his poſſeſſions ; 


— unto the man that has nothing to vex him, and 


that hath proſperity in all things: yea unto 


him that is yet able to receive meat ! 
Eccluf. xli. 1. 
HE FRY their ſable 


plumes, advanced with folemn 
pace; and the flow-moving wheels of 
the ,melancholy hearſe ſeemed to keep 
time with the deep-toned bell; — 
of the ſilent ſorrow, now and then in- 
terrupted with a groan of diſtreſs, which 
reigned in the mournful coaches that 
followed. 

They ftop :—and ab, my friend, what 
all this labour, and all this difficulty to 
drag thy body in its laſt narrow dwell- 
aa 
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and to bear it along the church-yard to 
its laſt narrow cell in the church! Ah, 
where 15 thy former activity thy 
wonted ſprightlinefs and vigour! Thou 
who trod over the threſhold with 
ſuch lively ſtrength, and bruſhed away 
the dew of the ing with ſtout and 
nimble vivacity; have thy feet too 
torgotten to do their office? - And muſt 
thy fellow-mortals toil beneath the load 
of thy clayey corſe, to bear thee from 
the fight and ſenſe of the ſurvivors ? 

Oh Death, thou ſovereign cure of hu- 
man pride! to what a ſtate, impartial 
in thine attack, doſt thou "reduce as 
well the nobleſt and the faireſt, the 
_ greateſt and the beſt, as the meaneſt and 
moſt worthleſs of mankind ! Though 
our friends be dear to us as a right eye; 
lovely as the bloom of the morning ; 
powerful as the ſceptered monarch 
of the Eaſt; thou not only 
them from the elevated height, but 
rendereſt obnoxious to the view; and 
inacceſſible to the tender embrace of the 

faithful, unſhaken adhe- 
ren! fer my K 
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let rottenneſs, and duſt, —_ 
in brief and borrowed 
But fee the afflicting fight ! Five ten- 


der children, each in an almoſt infant 


ſtate, are led by weeping friends, in 
mournful proceſſion, after the body of 
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In a coach behind, waiting to com- 
plete the melancholy view, is an infant, 
three days old, brought into the world 
by its balf-difiracted mother, before its 
— Big forrow, and in- 
„bath haſtened the throes 
— pony of birth; and behold 
the little orphan, inſenſible of its mi- 
ſery, is offered to the regenerating font, 
white its father is conſigned to the bow- 
els of the earth ! 
Crowds of ſpectators from every part 
are attentive to the moving ſcene : on 
every face fits ſympathetic ſorrow ; in 
_ eye ſwells the generous tear of 
and concern. 
91 nd ew nat nee © wRe- 


bling meſſenger, with breathleſs ſpeed, 


urged my inftant attendance at the fick 
bed of NecorTtio, on whoſe life, it was 
to be feared, the remorſeleſa fever had 
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delay; and I found but who can de · 
ſcribe the afflicting miſery ? Confuſion, 
anguiſh, and diſtreſs ; lamen- 
tation, and woe ; Ane 2 unutter- 
able took up their refidence i - 
the dwellings of Necorio! 
the midſt of youth, and in he avdve of 
earthly purfuits, by the awful and irre- 
fiſtible ſummons of death, the huſband, 
the father, the man, lay wracked with 
ſuch thoughts as his condition might 
well be ſuppoſed to awaken. Unable to 
bear the ſhock, his wife, who! . 
leſs had watched by his —_— 
thrown on the ground in an el 
chamber, and her little infants were 
weeping zround =; the more to be 
pitied, as unconſcious of their miſery, 
and wondering with artleſs plaints, why 
their beloved ma was thus fad and in 
tears ! Near relations were tender in their 
beſt offices, while every heurt was antici- 
pating the wretched widow = diſtreſs. 
When | fat down by his bed, and 
gently undrew the cu ain, he looked 
and ſhall I ever forget the earneſt, 
anxious, — look ? A tear _ 
rom 
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Pp of a fick bed like mine : > 
confider my wife, confider my poor 
little babes! We faid all which could 
be ſaid; had ſcarce finiſhed the uſual 
| ers, and were preparing to men- 
992 the Sacrament, when the viſit was 
interrupted by the neceflary attendance 
of the phyſician, whoſe departure the 
lawyer awaited to ſettle his temporal af- 
fairs. Two more bliſters were ordered 
ro fix he _— 2 him: 3 
drowſy fleepi prognoſtic 
death, ſeized him; which, hourly increaſ- 
ing, 
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might with too much truth be faid of 
Ncorio, that God was not in all his 


noon to indul pa 
while at the church how liſtleſs was he 
to the prayers, now and then yawning 
out an unmeaning Amen ; for his heart 
1 was there where his treaſure was placed. 
| | The ſermons had ſeldom much weight 
| | with him ; he ſometimes obſerved they 
| | were : and when they touched 
1 on the ſubjects moſt pertaining to him- 
7 ſelf, he failed not to remark, that the 
preacher was rather es ſevere, Thus 
he went on; and, in the eagerneſs of 


1 
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deſire to grow rich, had too far engaged 
his fortune, and not been ſucceſsful 
according to his hopes; the reflection on 
which harrafſed his mind; while his in- 
duſtrious defires to obtain his ends and 
bleſs his family, as much harraſſed his 
body "ad inet an this Aro), the fl 


foe of which we have an. 

Many and excellent were the quali- 
ties of NecoTro; bis mind was tender 
and humane; na affect ion dwelt on 
his heart towards the partner of his bed; 
knew a more ſenſible 
No 


and few 
concern for the fruit of their loins. 
man would have been more r or 
more active in the kind offices of friend- 
ſhip, if the multiplicity of his own avo- 
cations had not rendered him incapa- 
ble of being ſerviceable to others. He 
had no odjection to the great truths of 
revelation, and once in a fickneſs, from 
whence he was wonderfully raiſed, de- 
termined ſtrictly to comply with them; 
bur the world recovered its dominion as 
health again mantled in his cheek, and 
he returned to the purſuit which engaged 

his heart, with vigour redoubled, and 
activity I in 9 2 
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hs his 6d 6 wes he bed 


loſt. How often in the freedom of 
friendſhip have I remonſtrated, but re- 
monſtrated in vain; till he faw me with 


that he was yet young, and not likely 
foon to die; and would in retirement 
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charms to engage it to obedience and 


duty. 
And is the fate of NzcoT1o peculiar ? 
Is he the only dreamer the 


amongſt 

many thouſands who walk the walks of 
? Would to Heaven he were! 
Or, would to Heaven his hapleſs example 
might be hung out as a beacon to warn 
others, and effectual ro awaken 
Wa of this world _ 

Death, thundering in ears 
this ſolemn admonition: 
** What art thou doing, child of eter- 


the World! Formed by his 
4 proba- 


grv 

muſt drop thy earhly body, and appear, 
ſear; eternity then _— thee z eter- 
nity, as thou haſt done good or evil; eter- 
nity, bleſſed or miſerable ! Wilt thou 
then, in the folly of thy heart, neglect 
thy God; ſet up thy ſtandard on earth; 
hab. © dd 


per- 
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perhaps the breath of Death may puff 
down all the phantaſtic caſtles raited by 
thy airy hopes? Wilt thou forfeit eter- 
nal joys for the tranſitory things of 
earth? Wilt, thou not be a man? Act 
wiſely ; chooſe foberly ; keep immorta- 
lity in view, and and bee every day as ane 
who knoweth that the next day, per- 
nes. fe my be eitiend to by alide 
his pilgrim's weeds; leave the inn of 
this uncertain life; and enter on a fate 
which can never de cb and which 
ſhall never have end? 
Whatſoever effect theſe Reflections 
may have on others, may they, oh my 
God, at leaſt, be imprinted on my own 
heart! Never may I fo live here, as to 
forget that I] am to live hereafter ! 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER m. 


Beard @ voice from Heaven, ſaying unto me, 
Write, from henceforth bleſſed are the dead who 
die in the Lara Even ſo, ſaith the Spirit; 
for they reſt from their labours, and their works 

do fallocu them. Rev. xiv. 13. 


YUCH was Nxcorio; whoſe fad fu- 
whoſe little infant baptized, I was foon 
left alone to my ſolitary walk in the 
church-yard ; and being not much dif- 
poſed to leave the ſolemn ſcene, I deter- 
mined to continue a while „ and 
indulge the pleaſing ſobriety of melan- 
choly meditation. 

How various, how innumerable are 
the ſhafts of Death ! They fly unerring 
from his quiver around us, and on fo 
thin a thread hargs human life, to fo 
many accidents and diſaſters is human 
life ſubject, that one would rather mar- 
vel that we continue to live, than that 
we ſhould one moment that we 
are to die ! Nothing can be more beau- 
tiful, % and Fexpteſſive, than the 

B 3 — 
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following fine Prayer uſed in our Burial 
Service: 


Man that is born of a woman hath 
but a ſhort time to live, and is full of mi- 
fery! He cometh up, and is cut down like 
4 flower; be fleeth as it were a ſhadow , 


and never continuetb in one ſtay. 

In the midſt of life we are in death: of 
whom may we ſeek for ſuccour, but of thee, 
Cm who for our fins art juſtly diſ- 


Zet, 0 Lord God moſt boly, O Lord 
mot mighty, O boh and moſt merciful Sa- 
. Tiewr, deliver us not into the bitter pains 

of eternal death ! 

Thou knoweſt, Lord, the ſecrets of our 

Bears; ſhut not thy merciful ears to our 
prayers : but ſpare us, Lord moſt bely, O 
God moſt mighty, O holy and merciful Sa- 
viour, thow moſs worthy Fudge eternal, 
ſuffer us not, at our laſt hour, for any pains 
of death to fall from thee.” 

Were we influenced at once by the 
doctrine and the piety of this incompa- 
. Fable prayer, there is no doubt but we 


ſhould make a better eſtimate of Life 
and of Death than is uſually done; 
ſhould ſet a leſs value on the ore, and 
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meet the other with more courage and 
conſtancy 

For what is man, and what is his 
life? Mun that is born of a woman hath 
but a foort tune to !ive,—ſhort indeed, 
ſuppoſe it to extend to the utmoſt length 
of human exiſtence, even to fourſcore 
Bur, alas! too commonly, ex- 
tent of life is but extent of forrow; the 
time, though ſhort, is yer full of miſery. 
Tue natural and acquired evils, the evils 
unavoidable, and the evils brought on 
ourſelves by our own folly, vice, and 
imprudence, are many, are great. Our 
| beſt happineſs is ſhort, precarious, and 
uncertain: be cometh up, and is cut down 
like @ flower ; to-day we flouriſh in all 
the external accommodations of life, to- 
morrow the taſte can no more reliſh its 
delicacies, nor the ear be delighted with 
the melody of the viol; no more the 
tongue can chaunt with pleaſing harmo- 
25 ths 000 ah 26 me on Rimes 
ſcenes, the uſeleſs lids for ever cloſed 
by the trembling hand of our weeping 
friends. As the 838 that 8 
that feeth away, and its place is known 
ho more, fo we vaniſh from the earth, 
B 4 and 
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and our memory is ſoon buried in total 
oblivion. To us little regard is paid any 

: ſtill our aſſociates, with their 
uſual gaiety and ardor, purſue their ſe- 
veral _ ſtill, as before, the buſi- 
nels of life goes briſkly on; the fun 
ee the earth blooms as 
foreſts echo as ſweetly with 


of the winged choriſters, 


y 

Many a friendly foot !—yes, even now, 
while I wander in the filence of the 
night. amidſt theſe lonely receptacles of 
the dead, how many graves are around 
me, which contain the us relics of 
Goo and fellow-creatures, by my. 
to their laſt 3 home 


e 
L depoſit, hereafter to 3 to life 
glory, by the Almighty Redeemer” 
irreſiſtible trump. —__ 
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and extracts all the poiſon from the dart 
of Death! What is that I read on yon- 
der tomb—on which the paſſing moon 
reflects her full light, as ſhe walks ma- 
jeſtic in brightneſs through the ſkies, 
and makes her ſilver way through the 
dark and mantling clouds—O©& Death, 
where is thy ſting ; O Grave, where is thy 
victory? The ſting of Death is fin, and 
the ſtrength of fin is ihe Law. —But 
thanks be to God, who giveth us the vice 
tory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſh —— 
Theſe were the words which laft hung 
on the lips, and at his deſire are engra- 
ven on the tomb, of Ostanvzr, who 
died full of faith; a man whoſe death 
might well infpire the wiſh——Let me 
die the death of the righteaus, and let my 
latter end be like bis! go 

O NecoT:1o! how unlike to. thee was 
Ostanver ! how unlike in life, how un- 


parents, who 
influence and im ce of religious 


Principles, Osrax DER was early initiated, 
B 5 and 
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* 


modeſty, and engaging reſpect. 

Rare felicity in Ostanneaz, 
' tained a partner, formed with every qua- 
lñication fuirable to his own : it might 


family large, he was 
conſcientiouſly exact in the diſcharge of 
his duty to his domeſtics and fervants. 
Every man, he was wont to fay, ſhould 
eſteem himſelf as a prieſt in his own fa- 
mily; and be therefore careful to in- 
ſtruct his as thoſe of whom 
he muſt one day give a ſolemn account.” 
And, One reafon, he would often ſay, 


why men are generally ſo negligent of 
—_—— 


A tions of Ost1anDERr ne- 
ceſſarily rendered hi 
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this i 


duty, is the fad 
they ſet themſelves an example which 
renders all ineffectual.. Hence 
he was diligent to maintain that prime 

illar of domeſtic authority: he , 
his life as well as his words ; and ne- 
ver propoſed a duty to his family, which 
they did nor fee him practiſe himſelf. 
Family prayer was never omitted in his 


houſe. The Sabbath-day was never 
ſpent 


in trifling, viſiti and folly ; 
much leſs in drunkennefs and debauch- 
ery. Attended by as many of his fa- 
mily as was convenient, he himſelf led 
the way to his church, both morning and 
afternoon : and the evening of that bleſſ- 
ed day was ever ſpent in catechifing and 
inſtructing the younger, in reading ſome 
uſeful di to the more advanced 
of his houſhold.—Never abſtaining 
— 4 1 
was earneſt preſſing im- 
porane duty and few who lived with 


leſs eſteemed abroad : his — 4 
honeſty, 


credit, 


5 Or, 
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bleſſed be the 
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1 
while — ſeparate, 
Lord of Life, 
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never more part. —But, alas! ſo frail is 


human nature, ſo weak is human faith, 


ſo attached are we to this poor crazy pri- 
_ fon, that we 1 
earth even to the laſt.” | 

Affection like your's, ſaid I. fo long 
tried, and ſo tender, cannot be ſuppoſed 
to part without pangs: nor ſhould we 
cauſe we feel the moſt ſenſible as Men. 
« Oh no, fai4 he, I have never 


1 . 
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| who is about—not to die, but to Ge; 
| not to loſe life, but to exjoy it.— For my- 
S 


univerſal voice of the wiſe in every age, 


proclaims the doctrine: but the 
Chriſtian aligns hath f it in 
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« Yet let me not be thought preſump- 
tuous : I know the utter abhorrence of 
God to the leaft ſpark of ſelf-depen- 
dence; I know the abſolute contrariety 
of pride to the crue intereſt of a fallen 
creature: I am ; I have nothing; 
I can do nothing: to the glory of his 
grace be all I have ever done, be all 1 
ever hope ! But there is ſuch an exhauſt- 

ink feed of naveamgied mace and dove 
a the great Saviour of mankind, ſo won- 

derful are his doings, ſo pa : who — 4 
prehenſion his tender regards for the c 
dren of men, that I dare not diſpute his 
rich offers; that I dare not heſitate in the 
em 'his full promiſes ! Oh, Sir, I 
can fay, with the utmoſt ſincerity, that 
the reflection on his mercies is my ſole 

unſpeakable — and in his 
E already taſte ſomething of the bliſs 


and 
love 
by ee 1 and 
faith in 


rr el 
; him, I have laboured diligently | 
to aft in ee > Rented os and 
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calm and well-grounded hope.— 
is a rock that can never fail us: the 


paper ; and it will not be any wonder 
to the ſerious reader to be told, that a 
fickneſs of ſome weeks was borne by a 
man of ſuch faith, with all the cheerful 
which are peculiar to the true Chriſtian. 
Nothing would be more inſtructive, 
ps, than many of the diſcourſes 
which he held with his friends, during 
the ſcene of trial.—A few hours before 
he died, he took a folemn leave of his 
wife and children, to whom he had de- 
livered at Jarge his dying advice—and 
perfectly ſenſible of his a diſ- 
ſolution, ſome minutes before he ex- 
pired he was heard to ſay, O Death, 
2 O Grave, where is thy 


vifry ? 
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victory? The ſting of Death is fin, and 
the frength of fin > the Law.—But thanks 
be to God, who giveth us the victory, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” And 
having ſaid this, he tell aſleep, with a 
compoſure perfectly lovely, with a peace 
infinitely deſirable. 


CHAPTER N. 

Are not two / fold for à fartbing? and 
ene of then hall en, fall to the ground without 
your Father. But the very hairs C of ay dnt 
are all numbered. Fear ye not, therefore 3 ye 
are of more value than many ſparrows. 

OED. 6. 
| (Lee. 

Jeremiah xliz. 11. 


Þ planes urbane mind, rongly im- 


planted in the human mind, than 
love of our offspring; to be de void 
of which the human far beneath 
the irrational creature; through every 
ſpecies of which the wonderful influence 
of parental ſtorge is diſcernible. The 
wiſdom of the great Creator is immedi- 
ately n in this gracious W 
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for the helpleſs young ; and it is certain 

that this powerful affection in the hu- 

man ſpecies may be rendered productive 
of the moſt excellent effects. 


the purſuits of the world, and the love 
of this life. Many men cheat themſelves 
under this f| os Glen 3 and while 
they conceive * the ſpring of their 
actions, and the cauſe of there ſingular 
attention to earthly deſires, is the laud- 
able purpoſe of providing for their fami- 
lies ; they are, the mean while, but fol- 
lowing the bent of their own inclina- 
tions, and treading in a track which they 
would cuntiaue to tread were they not 
influenced ar all by the motive which 

they fancy them in it. Fre- 
quent experience hath manifeſted this; 
but it was never ſeen more evidently, 
than in the caſe of Avaro, who 
lived only for his children, as he con- 
ſtantly avowed, and on that account de- 


nied himſelf every reaſonable gratifica- - 
tion; when, as if it were to fallify thoſe 
Pre- 
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his children in a ſhort 
and lo, he remains the fame 


dence, all the bitter anxiety 
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pretences, as well as to awaken him, if 
ble, to a more rational conduct, the 
n of Heaven deprived him of 
of time; 
ling 
earth- worm, though he hath none to 


are that inheritance, which he pur- 
chaſes at the 


price of his foul! 

If any truth be fully revealed in the 
facred oracles, if any hath the ſanction of 
the ſoundeſt reaſon. it is the belief of a 
wiſe, good, and ſuperintending Provi- 
Since. of an univerſal * who ten- 


derly watcheth over, * car- 
eth for the concerns * thoſe bein 


whom himſelf hath created, and 4 placed 


in their ſeveral ſtations u 
truth of an af; . 
of 6s ſwine ein 


the affairs of men: to forget and diſre · 
gard which leads to all the folly of ſelf- 
feeking, all the madneſs of fſelf-deper- 
of felf-cor- 
roding care: to remember, and hve ur- 
der the conſtant perſuaſion of which, in- 
duces all the ſweetneſs of a ſerene con- 


 ſeience, all the fortitude of a refigned 
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ſoul, all. the comfort of an unſhaken, 
And to this, were we to judge by the 
rules of right realon, or religion, that 
affecti n, which is fo univerſal 
and amiable, muſt naturally bend every. 
parent; whom, if no other conſidera- 
tion were ſofficicnt to perſuade to the 
practice of Religion, and to a depen- | 
dence upon the Deity, the reflection of 
its infinite moment to their offspring, 
and of the unſpeakadle value of the di- 


vine favour, ſhould powerfully incline 
thereto : for 1 pitrimony like 


the divine protection, and no friendſhip 
ſo ſtable as the friend ſhip of iHeaven. C 
The former never can be LETS ne- 
ver be alienated; the latter will never 
fail or forſake us: no change of cir- 
cumſtances will change its fidelity, nay, 
much unlike the friendſhip of che world, 
in the black day of 8 Ya will ſmile 
with moſt ſweetneſs and affection u 
us. Our earthly ſchemes in behalf of 
our children may prove unſuccelsful, 
and be blaſted by the finger of diſappoint- 


ment; our labours may end in vexa- 


Gon, and all our attempts be infuffcient - 
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neceflary and be- 


that _—_ condemn that proper care 
for 8 a family, which all 
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ipotence. 
dered his Death doubly dreadful ; as 


235 


"ny 


1 He be- 
held his wife and his children with an 
eye of gladneſs, as the peculiar care of 


the Father of the Fatherleſs, and the Hu/- 
band of the Widew : and to that care he 


ſerable; and leaving them unprovided 
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tion, as the prey of poverty, and the 
ſport of an injurious world. Unaccuſ- 
tomed to eſtimate. worth by any other 

ſtandard than that of earthly acquiſitions, 
he conſidered them as unavoidably mi- 


with what the . he left 
them, as it ſeemed. to him, deſticute ; 
and doomed to all the contempt of pe- 
nury, and all the painful pity of diſtreſs! 
— Such was the iſſue of his anxious ſo- 
licitude for temporal things. —Oh, happy 
had it been for thee, NecoTio, happy 
for thy family, if fome portion of thy 
anxiety had been allotted to eternal con- 
cerns ! then hadſt thou died in the pleaſe 
ing reflection, that, not void of attention 
to thy great buſineſs on earth, thou waſt 

thyſelf to the kingdom of a Fa- 


ittle => wall as whme chew. is amch x 
to bleſs with the moſt tubſtantial bleſſ- 


* 


ON DEATH. 49 


conſcience, which beſtow thoſe conſola- 
tions, ſolid, fecure, immoveable, that are 
denied frequently, or fought tor in vain 
by the diſtinguiſhed favourites of exhor- 
bitant wealth or redundant power. 

Conſcious hereof, Osianpir, during 
his laſt ſickneſs, was never deficient in 
pouring this healing balm into the bleed- 
ing heart of his life's loved companion 
and ſofter friend. 

* Widowhood *, he was often wont 
to ſay to her, is doubtleſs a ſtate of the 
4 diſtreſs: left to weather out all 
the ſtorms and tempeſts of a calamitous 
world, a poor dejected woman then moit 
wants the tender ſupport of the huſband, 

_ whole lofs thoſe very wants more feel- 
ingly teach her. Not only every ſource 
of uſeful ſatisfaction is dried up; not 
— every allowable and life - cheering 
comfort is cut off; but the fiood-gates 
are opened to 2 tide of new troubles, 
unknown, unthought of before; 1 
the memory of felicities mournfully 
enhanceth; ded. 2 of "I 

| C 


» JSes the fine ſpeech of St. — ; uſer 
in his piece on the Prieſthaad, or in the 9 — 5 
Magazine, Vol. I. p. 54. 
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once enjoyed, but now loft, adding 
double weight to the woe which ſprings 
up unwelcome in the place of that hap- 
pineſs. Even where the affection hath 
not been of the moſt tender fort, the 
loſs of a huſband is a ſeverely 
felt; but where it hath — juſt and 
fincere, where long- tried fidelity hath 
much a each to the other, there, 
my love, as the parting becomes more 
afflictive, fo the loſs is more ſenſibly felt. 
Widowhood is then an iran furnace indeed 
But to catch the alluſion, as the Son 
of God was ſeen in the furnace with 
the three faithful Iſraelites, preſerving 
them unhurt from the rage of the 
flames, ſo will he be preſent, with pe- 
culiar protection, and ſhield with his fa- 
therly e, the widow and her 
orphans. —Leave thy fatherleſs children, 
faith this kind God, I will preſerve then 
alive, and let thy widows truſt in me.— 
This paſſage, I will freely confels to you, 
hath at all times given the 
fort to my mind, 2nd u the fame time 
encouraged me to a cheerful diſcharge 
of duty, and to perfect dependence on 
God: conſcious, that if 1 could by any 
means 
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means ſecure the fatherly care of Omni- 
potence for you, and my dear children, 
need not be anxious for aught beſide: 
have endeavoured to keep this point 
in view; and can now cominend you 
ro that care, with the moſt joyful and 
heart-felt delight. For the Lord will 
never leave you, nor forſake you : He 
18 8 ſtyled, be Father of the 
Fatherleſs, and the Huſband of the Widow. 
A reflection which furely muſt make 
every tender parent, every affeftionate 
huſband religious, and careful to obtain 
God's blefling, if really they love their 
children, if really they have a regard for 
their wives: for that God hath ſhewn, 
all through his blefſed word, how near 
and dear to him are the interefts of the 
widow and the orphan : He hath given 
pecuhar laws, with much tenderneſs, re- 
ipecting them: He hath urged, as the 
offence, the — and injury 
of them: He hath made it one of the 
characteriſtic parts of true and undefiled 
religion, to viſit the fatherleſs and wi- 
dous in their affliction. And as an em- 
dlem of his ever full and flowing mercy 
towards them, he ſent his prophet to 
C 2 one 
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one of them in the day of diſtreſs, and 
enriched her with a continual ſupply. 
while want and famine were reigning 
around; giving at once a proof and a 
fiznificant token of his fatherly provi- 
dence, and increaſing mercies to the 
wide who truſteth in him. | 
For, my dear love, permit me to ſay, 
though I have ſcarce any need to ſay it 
to you, that theſe rich promiſes to wi- 
4.725 are not given indiſcriminately and 
under no conditions: it may be very 
poſſible to languiſn in all the wretched- 
neſs of a widowed fate, and yet to en- 
joy none of the diſtinguiſting care of 
Heaven. St. Paul ſpeaks of thofe who 
are widows indeed; which plainly implies, 
that ſome in a ſtate of widowbood may 
de far from the Divine notice. A wi- 
dt indeed, according to him, is one 
who trujteth in Ged, and continueth in fup- 
plication and prayer night and day; 
whois truly fenfible of the afflictive bend 
of Providence upon her; who endea- 
vours t9 receive with mackaed. and to 
improve in reſignation by, the chaſtiſing 
ſtroke ; who fixeth her ſoul's dependence 
upon the high and gracious providence 
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of her God, and laboureth with all the 
ſincerity of faith and fervour of prayer 
to caſt herfelt and all her concerns upon 


him, as knowing he careth for her. 


And as thus traſting in God, and con- 
tinuing in prayer, the widow ſhould be 
particularly grave, ſerious, and ſober in 
all her behaviour, dreſs, and deportment : 
ſhe ſhould not forget chat God hath been 
pleated to cut off, if I may fo tay, the 


ornament of her head, and the pride of 


her life! and therefore requireth a de- 
cent folemnity in all her carriage. If 


the loſs happens to a woman in earlier 


life, ſhe hata need of more particular 
watchfulneſs 2gainit all the attacks of 
carnal enemies; and ſnhould be cautious 
not to give the leaſt room for that re- 
proach, either of wantonneſs or calum- 
ny, which tome are ſo apt to impute to 
widowhood in general. 

And ſhould ſhe, my dear, be left in 


your caſe, with a family around her, oh! 


how much anxiety attends that neceſſary, 
that important charge] that moſt tender 
duty which ſhe ow:th to them —!I can- 
not, indeed I cannot ſpeak of this heavy 
burthen: my heart is too full: and I 

7 & 3 have 
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54 
have perfect ſatisfaction in your motkerly 


love to my dear children. But do not 
fink under the burthen, for God is with 
you: he will bleſs your endeavours: he 
will __ 7 you in every difficulty, — 
Leave thy fatherleſs children to me, I will 
preſerve tbem alive, laith he: alive, that 
is, in grace; alive to the only valuable, 
the divine life; alive to himfelt ! Oh! 
ſweet and comfortable promiſe, let it 
always be your fupport ; and reſt per- 
fectly confident, thats while you exert 
your beſt, though feeble efforts, for your 
children, the Father of the Fatherlefs will 
more than ſecond you: truſt in him: 
continue in prayer to him, for them and 
for yourſelf: and you have a huſband 
— preferable to this poor periſh- 
ing mortal who is about to leave you 
they, my beloved pretty orphans—have 
a father —© Oh! thou gracious Father, 
preſerve, protect, defend, both her and 
them—and when my weeping eyes ſhall 
be cloſed in Death; when my ſupplica- 
ting tongue ſhall be filent in Gut ; when 
my ſolicitous heart ſhall ceaſe to throb 
for them ; oh ! be thou their never fail- 
ing, their immortal huſband, father, 
friend ! 
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friend their God and portion in this 
lite and in that to ceme.—Oh may we 
meet, meet to part no more—meet to 
praiſz and adore thy exceeding loving- 
kindnels, through endlels ages in glory!“ 

Thus ſpoke Os1axper ; and happy 
that huſband who thus, like him, can 
pour the balm of divine conſolation into 
the heart of his afflicted and lamenting 
partner. 


„„ 


CHATTER V.- 

S froums gr m Death: Cailt points the tyrant's ſpore ! 

find whence ai baman gilt *—— From Death forgot ! 

YourG. 
TEXT ERE it poſſible ro avoid the 
ſtroke, or to eſcape the victo- 
rious arm of Death; they would have 
ſomething to plead for their conduct, 
who ſhun with all their power the fo- 
lemn reflection; who make it the whole 
buſineſs of their lives to diſſipate the im- 
portant thought of that, for which they 
were created, and to which they are in- 
evitably doomed ! But as no human 
power can arreſt, even for one moment, 
the fatal dart; as every individual muſt 
0 & ſurely 
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ſurely wiſdom dictates a ſerious and fre- 
quent attention to ſo intereſting a con- 
cern, and reaſon adviſes the moſt diligent 
great ſurvey of this dreadful evil; and 
we may learn to encounter it with cou- 
rage, or at leaſt to ſubmit to it without 
reluctance. Death, viewed with an haſty 
and trembling eyr, appears in formida- 
ble terror, as the cruel blatier ci ail hu- 
man hopes and joys ; but Death, viewed 
with an eye of faith, and contemplated 
with the coolics of rational celibera- 
tion, loſes much of its terror, and is ap- 
proached with no imail degree of cora- 
placence and peace. 
Tou trenible at the fear of Death; 
come, draw near, and let us fee what 
that is which thus alarms your quickeſt 
apprehenſions. Seen in the moft fear- 
ful garb, Death is only the ranſomer of 
frail mortals from the priſon of a ſinful, 
— and corrupted frame; their de- 
| liverer from a tranſitory and vexatious 
world; their introducer to an eternal and 
— oh that we could always add—a 
bleſſed tate ! But there, there alas, is the 
dread !- *Tis this which cloaths Death in 


his terrors, and gives all „ 


his ſting. Could we be aſſured, had we 
a rational and we ll-· grounded prefump- 
tion, that the departing foul ſhould enter 
on a ſtate of felicity, and be received into 
the boſom of its Saviour and its God; 


we ſhould then univerfally lay down 


the load of mortality, not only withour 
regret, but with triumph. 


Whence then comes it to paſs—let us 


no longer lay the blame on Death, tor 
it is fairly exculp: whence comes 
it to paſs, that we dare to live with- 
out treaſuring up * this rational and 
well-grounded preſumption, which the 
Chriſtian religion ſo copiouſly ſupplies, 
and which we are all called upon to trea- 
ſure up by every motive of intereſt, of 
common ſenſe, and of duty! If we neglect 
this, let us not pretend to quarrel with 


our fate, and to repine at the fearful- 


neſs of death: we ourſelves give all his 
fearfulneſs to him, and from ourſelves 
alone proceeds the cauſe of our bittereſt 
diſquietude. For God hath plainly de- 
clared to us the irreverſible condition of 
our nature. Our Death is no leſs certain 
than bur exiſtence. He hath graciouſly 
provided a ſovereign and infallible an- 
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tidote againſt the fear of Death, in the 
victorious reſurrection of his Son. He 
hath infor med us, that our bodies muſt 
return to duſt ; that all our poſſeſſions 
muit be left behind; and that a ſtate 
everlaſting and vnalterable awaits usa 
ſtate of bliſs with him, or of miſery with 
condemned ſpirits. 

If then, my ſoul, deaf to his informa- 
rions, and regardleſsof his mercies, thou 
t the condition of thy nature; 


horrible to thy a ſion; for it ill 
ſeparate thee from all thou holdeſt dear, 
and it will convey thee to a region dolo- 
rous and unwelcome, where thou haſt no 
treaſure, and canſt not have either hope 
or love. But remember, in this caſe, 
Death deſerves no blame; for it is not 

Death which is terrible in itſelf; it is 


Miss.ta was bleſt, by the great Giour 
of all good Gifts, with a frame peculiarly 


of the ſwan was rivalled by her ſkin; 
her ſhape was faultleſs, her limbs were 


| finiſhed with the moſt beautiful ſymme- 


try, and her voice was muſical as the 
harmony of the Jute. She was taught 
from — to value this fine perſon; 
and her fond and parents 
ing vanity with every food 
which their dotage could ſupply. Her 
education was perfectly polite, adapted 
to fer off the graces of her frame, little 
calculated to expand or improve the 
more valuable beauties of the mind. 
_ Her 
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Her taſte for dreſs was remarkably ele- 
gant; her manner of dancing particu- 
larly genteel ; ſhe excelied much at 
cards, and few were happier in deviſing 
tchemes, and engaging parties of plea- 
ture. As her voice was charming in it- 
felf, ſo was it improved by art, and aid- 
ed by the ſoft touches of the guittar, 
- which ſhe handled with inimitable grace; 
preterring it to all other inſtruments, as 
the attitude in playing upon it is moſt 
advantag:ous for the diſcovery of a fair 
lady's gentility. 

She very early gave her parents a con- 
vincing proof of the miſtake they had 
made in her education, and of their un- 
happineſs in neglecting to inculcate the 
principles of religious duty and conſcien- 
tious virtue. For in her ſeventeenth year, 
ſhe married a young officer, of infe- 
rior rank, and no fortune, with the in- 
tire diſapprobation of her parents, nay, 
and in dire&-contradiftion to their com- 
mands. The gaiety of his dreſs, and the 
charms of his perſon, captivated her 
heart; and, unaccuſtomed to reaſon and 
think, ſhe broke through every obliga- 
tion, to gratify her romantic — 


 _— - The caſe was 
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The blind and exceſſive fondneſs of 
her parents ſoon induced them to paſs 
over this breach of duty, and to wel- 
come their darling daughter and her 
huſband to their affectionate arms. Ac- 
cuſtomed from her cradle to a life of 


greater ardour. From one public place 
to another, during the fummer, ſhe led 
her paſlive huſband ; during the winter 


they lived in all the fatiguing gaiety of 


purſue 
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gueſs at their anguiſh. The afflicted 

father flew down to the place of her 
death with all poſſible ſpeed; and when 
he entered the houſe, where lay the dead 
body of his child, his only child, the 


her dear face, though the is deed ; bead 
me, lead me to my child—ſhew a poor 
old man the fad remains of all kis hopes 
and wiſhes !” Dumb prevailed : 
the miſtreſs of the houſe conducted him 
to the door of the room, where lay the 
pale and lifeleſs corpſe. He threw him. 


ir with nmr difock.cn the ded, 


belide his daughter, and bedewing her 
clay-c> 4 face with tears, lay for .me 


time n al the agony of filent forr w! 


« Are we thus to meet! ar eneth he 
bur{t out—thus I— Ch my Kirry my 
chi, my daughter, are thoſe dear Is 
eve! ſcaled in filence ! Ah, all pale d 
white! And will thoſe cyes whicn ied 
to look upon me with fuch joy, nev-r, 

open more! One word, my ch:id, 


ob, if it were but ©ne word ! Ah, cruel 
and unkind—that I might not be a [lowed 
to watch thee in: ficknefs? Ha chou 


m—_ 
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permitted me to attend, thy dear life 
had been ſaved.— Alas, why do I rave, 
fhe hears me not - pale, indeed; but 
lovely as ever ! Ah, ſoft and precious 
hand, marble in coldnefs—— I will 
never let thee go.—O" my Kitty, my 
child, my only beloved! I am undone, 
for thou art no more; oh that ] had 
died with ther; would to God 1 might 
die this moment ! my Krrr. my child, 
my daughter, my all!“ Here again 
he burſt into an agony of tears, and 
betrayed all the figns of the moſt af - 
flicked grief. 
But it is unneceſſary to dwell longer 
on this part of our tale; it will be more 
to make ſome remarks upon it: 
theſe, however, together with the very 
diff-rent character of Putcatria, muſt 
engage the next chapter. 


C HAP. 


66 REFLECTIONS 


CHAPTER VI. 


mT ate compaſſion on the riſing age; 
, them rederm your errors manifold ; 
-A by due diſf pine and nurture ſage, | 
A Virtu's lte betimes your Sib ſons engage. 


* ES1's Poem on Keurarion. 


OW great a bleſſing is early in- 
ſtruct ion! MisELLA never heard 
tne iweetly perſualive lectures of Wil- 


dom; ihe was never called to attend 
the winning Voice of Religion and 


Truth: and therefore, left to the blind 
conduct of impetuous paſſions, ſhe was 
driven along, to every wave a ſcorn ;* 

ſhe foundered and was loſt !--- We do not 
pretend to ſay, that early inffrafion and 
virtue are fo inſeparably connected as 
never to be divided : we do not fay, 
that all who enjoy this advantage muſt 
go right; that all who enjoy it not, muſt 
infalhibly go wrong. This would be to 
coatradict palpable experience. But we 
are bald to advance, that as there 1s the 
chance of ten thouſand to one, in favour 
of the former; ſo is there the fame 
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chance, it is feared, againſt the latter. 

How alarming a reſlection to parents! 
Had MiszLLA, from her early infan- 

cy, been trained up in the knowledge of 


herſelf, her God, and her duty; had 
ſhe . carefully led to a true eſti- 


mate of her — frame; not de- 
ceived into a wrong opinion of it from 
poiſonous flattery, and deluſive adula- 


tion: had ſhe been taught, that every 
good gift comes from God, and conſe- 


quently can be no proper ſubject of hu- 
man vanity ; had ſhe been taught, that 
God expects a proper return and reafo!- 
able ſervice for the bounty he ſhews; 


that our preſent is a ſtate of trial; that 


we are pilgrims and probationers of a 
day, and muſt neceſſarily in a ſhort time 
remove our tent from this world, and 
live live everlaſtingly in another, 
happy or wretched, as we have perform - 
ed our duty in this :—had theſe leſſons 
of uſeful import been early and ſteadily 
imprinted on her mind, moſt probably 
the milerable parent had not wept, in 
ſuch 3 over his more 3 
daughter; maſt probably hands 

might 
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might have cloſed, with filial piety and 
tenderneſs, his aged eyes ! 
But—ah me—how conſtantly do we 
behold theſe important leſſons neglect- 
ed! Parents like thoſe of MiszLL 4, cheat 
their little ones, even from infancy, into 
falſe opinions of themſclves! The mil- 
takes fo frequent and fo fatal, in the edu- 
cation of children, would almoſt lead one 
to approve the Lacepemonian policy, 
which allowed not to parents the liberty 
cf educating their own children ; but 
committed this moſt neceffary buſineſs 
to the care of the ftate. And from an 
accurate obſervation of the conduct of 
parents, how few have yet fallen within 
the obſervation of the writer of theſe 
lines, who were tolerably capacitated 
for the taſk ; who had prucence and for- 
titude enough to conquer parental pre- 
judices; and to ſtand ſuperior to the 
ſoft toibles of mel ing affeftion ! With 
reſpect to the gen:ler ſex, it is an evil too 
notorious to be denied, that ere the pret- 
ty innocents can liſp their plealing tales, 
they are initiated in the ſchool of pride 
and ſhow ; taught to reverence dreſs even 
| 0 
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than through the love of vice: and in 


| Preſſed, how can we expect 
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to ſuperſtition; and to behold, with 
an eye of fatisfaCtion, the glare of al- 
luring finery!— The mind, thus early 
y retains the taſte: vanity 

and modiſh tolly engroſs the whole at- 
rention ; and ruin half, or render trifling 
and infipid, half the female world. — 
For it is a fact, I apprehend, icarcely to 
be controverted, that in the lower order 
of liſe, more women are ſeduced into 
proſtitution, through their love of dreſs, 


the higher, we know, to what lengths 
an attachment to this deep-rooted fot- 
ble is carried ! | 

With ſuch principles, ſtrongly im- 
to find in 
the fair one, the endearing and ſenſi- 
ble companion, —replete, as Milton 
phraſes it, —with all good, wherein 
conlifts 


| Woman's domeſtic honour, and chief praiſe : 


while, as he goes on, they are, - how 


can we expect it ? 


Brad only and completed to the taſle 
Of Iufiful appetence ; to dance, to fing, 
To dreſs, and trall the * and roll the eye ! 
Par. Loſt, xi. 616. 
Let 
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Let it not be ſaid, that the writer is ſe- 
vere: he would only wiſh to hold out a 
friendly warning againſt an evil deſtruc- 
tive to the tender and affectionate pa- 
rent; upon whom it lies to give to the 
female elegance its greateſt merit: while 
he intreats the inconſiderate and the fond 
to contemplate the hal- diſtracted father 
weeping over the clay cold corle of his 
Mis ELLA. 

And wouldſt thou, oh reader, wiſh 
thy beloved offspring a better fate; 
would thou wiſk never to ſhare in the 
horrors of ſo fad diſtreſs; let it be 
thy chief ſtudy early and diligently to 
inform with true wiſdom, the young, 
the waxen mind; attentive to the ** 

remark : 


And as they fl are faſhioned, always grow. 


Senſible of this capital truth, the pa- 

rents of the amiable Pur chERIA omitted 

no opportunity to cultivate her mind, 

as early to lead her into the pure and 

peaceful paths of facred wiſdom. She 

was not inferior in perſon to MiSELLAa; 
bur 
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but in conduct how ſuperior, inDeath how 
different ! As | have not had the happi- 
neſs to converſe with many, from whom 


I have improvement or 
received more delight; as I never 


and edification, than that of the ever- 
valued Purcyenia ; it hath frequently 
made me curious to learn from her pa- 
rents the method they purſued i 


to hint my defire—*T know, Sir,(faid I) - 


you are above the vulgar prejudices ; 
and have fo juſt a ſenſe of the divine 
viſdom and . . 


Tou judge rightly, Sir, faid the good 
old man: it is pleaſing to me to think 
and to talk of my daughter, whom I re- 


attended a death-ved, with more profit 


» 
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placence, as having ſoon run her com- 
plete circle of virtues here; as having 
ſpeedily finiſhed her courſe, and entered 
ſo early on her everlaſting reward. 
Praiſed be God, for giving me ſuch a 
child; praiſed be God, for vouchſafing 
to me the ſight of ſo triumphant a death ; 
praiſed be God, for placing before me 
fuch an example!—Forgive the involun- 
tary tear—| cannot on this occaſion 
with-hold it; the remembrance of my 
dear angel fo affects and raviſhes me; 
ch when will the hour come, that I ſhall 
for ever to enjoy her lovely converſe— 
meet her—Dear Sir, excuſe me, the pleaſ- 
ing hope overpowers me; excuſe the 
parent; excuſe the mu.“ We fat ſi- 
lent a few minutes; ſome natural tears 
we mutually dropt---but wiped them 
ſoon; when my worthy friend proceeded. 
66 1 


0 


* The ſpeaker had perhaps the following ce- 
lebrated lines of Faller in view: 
Circles are prais'd not that abound 
In largeneſs, but th” exactly round; 


So life we praiſe, that doth excel, 
Not in much time, but acting well. 
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« ] will ſatisfy your defire : I did indeed 
lay down ſome few rules, reſpecting the 


education of my child; and they were 


invariably regarded : I will tell you the 
moſt material of them. Attribute it to 


the weakneſs of an old man's memory, 


if I am not altogether ſo perfect in them 
as I wiſh. 
la care, reproof, correction, and en- 
couragement, my wife and myſelf (as all 
parents ſhould) refolved to act, and ever 
acted, in perfect concert. We early 
taught our child implicit /#&:2:/ſion to 
ourſelves, affured, that oiherwiie we 


| ſhould be able to teach her nothing, — 


It was our care to remove all bad ex- 
amples, far as poffible from our fight z 
and in conſequence to be cautious in 
our choice of domeſtics. We endea- 
voured always to underſtand ourſclves, 
what we wiſhed our child to uader- 
ſtand ; to be ourſelves, what we would 
have her be; to do ourſelves, what 
we would have her practiſe; as know- 
ing that parents are the original mo- 
dels upon which children form their 
tempers and behaviour. We laboured 


gradually and pleaſingly to infule into 
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the mind the cleareſt and mot affecting 
potions of God; his univerſal preſence , 
almigh:y power; his goodn: fs, truth, 
_ over-ruling providence ; his regard 
to pious men, and attention to their 
prayers. Theſe things we imprinted 
u the tender ſpirit, and fixed them 
by thoſe ftriking examples * M here with 
the ſacred writings abound. We took 
care that ſhe ſhould frequently hear con- 
verſation upon ſerious and heavenly ſub- 
jects, to which ſhe uſed to attend as mat- 
ter of curioſity; and from which ſhe 


caught much of a religious and 


ſpirit. Few people are ſenſible of the 
advantage derived to children from ſuit- 
able and ſerious converſation.—It was 
our moſt earneſt ſtudy, early to ſhew her 
the vanity of the world; the frailty of 
the body ; the corruption of our fallen 
nature ; the dignity and infinite worth of 
the /ou!; and to make her acquainted, 
as ſhe was capable, with what God hath 
Such particularly as thoſe of Noah, Abraham, 
Foſeph, &c. ANT 
the Ned Sea; the miracles in the wilderneſs; the 
— of D-niel, and of the three Nucl 

from the furnace z ihe miracles of Chrif, of the 
apoſtles, Sc, 
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done for that foul; to ſet before her all 
the riches and mercy of redemption.— 


We conſtantly inculcated upon her this 


im t truth, that ſhe was not crea- 
ted to live here below, bur in the glo- 
rious and e:ernal world above; and that 
ſhe was d here only to have her vir- 
tue tried and exerciſed, that ſhe might 
be made fit to live for ever in heaven.— 
And therefore, my dear, you fee (I 
uſed to obſerve) that there can be no room 
for pride in your perſon, or vanity in any 
external endowments. For your body is 
the workmanſhip of the great God; you 
cannot make one hair of your head white 
or black; and your body is but the pri- 
ſon, if I may ſo ſay, of your nobler part, 
which is n and muſt ſhare in 
the rewards or puniſhments of futurity, 
while your body will moulder in corrup- 


tion, and become ſo odious, that your 


neareſt and deareſt friends cannot ap- 
preach it. Remember, you have re- 
ceived all you are and all you have from 
God; therefore never — to aſſign 
any merit to yourſelf; nor eftimate any 
thing here — at too high a rate: 
for this life you perceive is only a ſtate 
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of trial, and of conſequence unworthy 
our too fond attachment. Heaven is 
your home; God is your Father; and 
eternity is your life.”—But pardon me, 
dear Sir, I digreſs from my rules, and, 
like an old man indeed, fall into down- 


ſtands or falls 
with the breach of the Sabbath, we 
habituated our dear child, from her 
infancy, to ſanctify that facred day; to 
eſteem highly the word of God; to re- 
verence his ordinances, and to reſpect 
his miniſters. And we were eſpecially 
careful, that with all religious inftruc- 
tion (you know my own ſentiments) ſhe 


ſhould imbibe a 4 of univerſal can- 
dor, 


and charity; as far from 
the wildneſs of enthuffaſm, as from the 
narrowneſs of ſuperſtition and bigotry. — 
We always addreſſed her underſtanding, 

and treated her as a rational * creature: 


We ſuppoſe, that by this remark the gentle 
man method in which many — 7 — of the 
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her betimes to think and to reaſon. 
We repretented vice in its true colours, 
which are the moſt odious; and virtue 
in her proper form of beauty and 
jovelineſs.— We were eſpecially diligent 
to give her a deep fenſc of truth and in- 
tegrity; and an abhorrence of all man- 
ner of f:lſhood, fraud, craft, ſubterfuge, 
and difimularion, as baſe, diſhonour- 
able, and highly diſpleaſing to the All- 
wife. Aſſured that we could not che- 
riſh veracity too much, we never were 
ſevere for any fault ſhe ingenuouſſy ac- 
knowledged ; but always, while we 
ſtrove to convince her of the wrong ſhe 
had done, we honoured and commended 
her for the truth ſhe had ſpoken.—Con- 
vinced of the countleſs evils which at- 
tend the female ſex from their paſſion 
for dreſs and ſhow, we endeavoured all 
in our power to give her a low, that is, 
a true opinion of theſe things; and 
though ſhe always wore ſuch apparel 
in our younger days as became her rank 
and (tation, yet we never deceived her 
into a wrong opinion of herſelf by gaudy, 
external ornaments. If we had 
how could we have excuſed ourſelves? 
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Whenever we obſerved any thing 
tending to a bold, pert, or forward be- 
haviour (though, bleſſed be God, there 
was even from her infancy little appear- 
ance of this——ſhe ſeemed to be born 
meek and humble), yet, if ever we ob- 
{ſerved this, it was checked immediately: 
we knew that it might grow up into a 
flippant pertneſs, or a diſſolute inſolence. 
rom many examples before us, we 
ſaw the misfortune of ſuffering children 
to be men and women tee ſoon ; for chil- 
dren are, by no means, fit to A 
themſelves, or to direct others : 
avoided this dan . 8 
ſne was able to — to the buſineſs of 
inſtruction, we inured her to diligence 
2 clute application, yet not fo cloſe 
to deprive her of ſuch amuſement 
and exerciſe as were proper to preſerve 
cheerfulneſs, vivacity, and health. And 
you, who knew her (good Sir) and her 
many accompliſhments, will do me the 
juſtice to believe, that we permitted her 
not to want any advantages of increaf- 
1g in wiſdom and knowledge, and that 
ſhe did not abuſe thoſe. advantages. 
l had forgot to obſerve, that we 
taught 
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taught her moſt aſſiduouſly the duty of 


humanity ; for we taught her to reve- 
rence the human nature even in the 
loweſt ; we ſuffered her not to treat any 
with contempt z but ſhew all poſſible 
acts of tenderneſs and charity, cheriſh- 
ing with all our might a ſpirit of mo- 
deſty and gentleneſs, of benevolence and 


compaſſion, even to infects and animals: 


from an allowed and wanton crueliy to 


which, children often receive a barbarous 


and inhuman diſpoſition *. 

__ « And the fruits were equal to our la- 
bours—the lovely plant well repaid all 
our care and rendance.” 

To ſhew that this was not merely the 
remarks of parental partiality, let us pro- 
ceed to take a view, in our next 
ter, of the amiable PuLcuanA | in her 
life and death. 


* See Advice to a Daughter. 
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CHAPTER VE 


Favour ts decrirful, and beauty is vain; but a 
' qroman that fraretb the Lord, fhe ſhall be 


UR obligations are great to thoſe 

parents who carefully train up 
their children in the paths of wiſdom 
and virtue ; that they may be enabled 
to diſcharge every ſocial duty with pro- 
priety. And as fo much of the oma 
and peace of human life depends upon 
the fair ſex, we are doubly {debited to to 
thoſe who early. inform their tender 
minds; and deliver into the hands of 
the huſband, not only the lovely miſtreſs, 
but the endearing companion, and heart - 
approved friend. This was the con- 
ſtant and the ſucceſsful endeavour of 
the parents of PuLcutr1a; ſome of 
whole rules in the education of their 
child were delivered in the foregoing 
Chapter. 

An education fo wiſe and rational 
could ſcarce be ſuppoſed to have failed 
of the deſired e eck. The modeſty, un- 
derſtanding, ard elegance of Pulenz- 


RIA 
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RIA were generally obſerved, and the 
charms of her perſon, though of the firſt 
rate, were always eclipſed by the ſupe- 
rior beauties of her mind. She was fen- 
ſible, but not aſſuming ; humble, but 
not mean; familiar, but not loquacious; 
religious, but not gloomy. The ten- 


derneſs and delicacy of her ſentiments 


peculiarly recommended her ; and that 


ſweet temper, which never ſuffered het 


to indulge the malevol-nce of cenſure, 


rendered her the object of univerſal 
eſteem. I fpeak not of her accidental ac- 
quirements, her ſkill in muſic, ber taſte 
for painting, Sc. nor of her domeſtic 

knowledge : ſuffice it to ſay, ſhe was well 
accompliſhed in theſe, and in every im- 
provement which her parents could ſup- 
ply, or ſhe could — 

The happy Bxvorio, with the per- 
fect apptrodation of her parents, rece: ved 
this rich treaſure to his embr:.ces, and 
called the lovely Purcteria his in her 
twenty-frſt year. He was the object of 
ory Chavce 3 and his acknowledged worth 

: juſtified her heart's ..tt2chment to 
kim The fruits of her parents care 
weie now abundantly manifeſt: Bexvo- 

Ds 110 
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110 thought—and juſtly thought—his 
lot peculiarly bleſſed, in a wife of fo re- 
fined and elegant a diſpoſition. Their 
felicity was conſummate as the ſtrongeſt 
and moſt undiſſembled affection can pro- 
duce. Their pleaſures were mutual; 
and of ſeparate ſatisfactions,. happy 
pair !— they had not the idea. 
Her ſervants could never be 
OL in her praiſes ; 1 
them always with the moſt amiable hu- 
manity : * ſhe conſidered them, ſhe uſed 
to ſay, as fellow-creatures, placed in- 
deed in an inferior ſtation ; but not on 
that account the leſs acceptable in the 
fight of God. Nay, if we remembered 
(ſhe would obſerve) who it was that for 
our fakes took upon him the form of @ 
ſervant, we ſhould certainly treat our do- 
meſtics with becoming gentleneſs. Be- 
fides, ſhe would go on, it appears to 
me an office of common humanity, to 
render a ſtate of ſervitude and depend- 
ence as light and ing as poſſible; 
for while we, by the bounty of Heaven, 
enjoy ſuch ſuperior mall we 
gratitude do all in our power 
to bleſs others who are leſs * 
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Providence ? I efteem my ſervants as a 
kind of meaner, humble friends ; and 
I would on no account make 
myſelf too familiar with them, or liſten 
either to their or their tales; yet 
LO would be deficient in alleviating 
f inconveniencies, and — 
their real happineſs.” 


Acting upon theſe principles, ſhe was 


the darling of her domeſtics ; they be- 
held her with a Gegree of veneration. 
She was ſo happy as ſeldom to find cauſe 
to change; and ſhe never entertained her 
Friends with ted:ous tales of the ill beba- 
viour and wileneſs of her ſervants. I 


ſhould obſerve, that ſhe was careful to 


fee them well inſtructed in their duty; 


and for that purpoſe ſhe not only ſup- 
plied them with proper books, but faw 
that they read them. And her worthy 
huſband omitted no opportunity to afl. t 
in this neceſſary ſervice. 
Conſc ious * the high obligation upon 
us to obſerve the Sabbath, ſhe ſtrictly 
devoted that day to duty. She took 
care that fuch of her family as could 
poſſibly be ſpared, ſhould always attend 
with ker at the morning and evening 
D 6 ſer vice 
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ſervice of the pariſh church. This be 
eſteemed an indiſpenſable duty ; and ne- 
ver allowed herſelf to ramble from 
church to church, as was the caſe with 
ſome ladies of her familias acquaintance, 
whoſe practice ſhe conſtantly diſap- 
proved. een 
fay, to my family, to my neighbours, to 

my miniſter; and I cannot tell what 
evil may ariſe from a different example.“ 
The evening of the Sabbath was always 
ſpent in religious exerciſes; and ſhe ne- 
ver would think of ſeeing company on 
that day. Routs on Sundays were mon- 
fters in her apprehenſions. I can ex- 
cuſe, ſhe would often obſerve, thoſe in 
the lower ſtations of life, who have no 
other day of leiſure but the Sabbath, 
and who perhaps are pent up in narrow 
ſhops all the reſt of the week, if they de- 
dicate fore part of the day to recrea- 
tion; but for us, who have the enjoy- 
ment of all the week, ſurely it is inex- 
cuſable to de vote this ſacred day to our 
pleaſures. Shall not the great Giver of 


all receive a tribute of ſome ſmall por- 
tion ol our time 2 
But, 
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But. were I to dwell upon all the ex- 
cellencies of her life and conduct, the li- 
mits preſcribed me in this treatiſe would 
ſoon be exceeded : I ſhall omit, there- 
fore, any _ ll... 134 
charity which EXET 

(infomuch that never child of reg 
went with heavy heart and unrelieved 
from her preſence,) while | haſten to 
give ſome account of her Death. Her 
conſtitution was delicate; after the birth 
of the ſecond beloved infant which ſhe 
brought her Bexvortio (ker firſt died 
early, and gave an opportunity for the 
diſplay of the moſt exemplary reſigna- 
tion), ſhe caught a cold, which was ac- 
com wich unhappy circumſtances ; 
and — the recovered in ſome mea- 
fure, yet the conſequence was haſty de- 

Cay. 

I f is eaſy to conceive the anguiſh of 
her parents and her huſband upon ſo me- 
lancholy an occaſion; upon a diſcovery 
that all the efforts of art and all the 
powers of medicine were in vain : while 
her patience and reſignation obliged 
then: to refrain from every word of re- 
pining ; though it tended to _— 

ir 
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their ſorrow by enhancing their eſteem 
for her. Happy as I was in her friend- 
ſhip, it was my cuſtom often to viſit her 
during her long and trying illneſs; but 
J mall not eaſily forget an interview at 
the cloſe of it, which, I muſt confeſs, 
wholly unmanned me, while it taught 
me the humility. 

I found her, ſeated in the chair of fick- 
neſs, in her chamber, with her little in- 
tant lying in her lap, over which ſhe 
hung with fuch a look of maternal fond- 
neſs and anxiety as I 1 
which no painting could exprefs ! Soon 
3 ates, the Hd up her eyes, 
in which ſtood the big, the affectionate 
drops; while Death ſeemed to fir upon 
her countenance, wan, yet not devoid of 
that placid ſweetneſs which ever dwelt 
upon it. I was indulging, Sir, faid 
ſhe, and I hope not improperly, ſome 
natural affection, and taking, perhaps 
—my laſt leave, of my poot little 
babe, who holds my heart too faſt 
—{falſe and weak — as it is)—ra- 
ther too faſt bound to this tranſitory 

ſcene ! Pretty innocent; fee how it 
miles on its 1 mother! uncon- 
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ſcious yet of the bitterneſs of grief, and 
the ſadneſs of tears. Sweet babe, I muſt 
leave thee ; indeed I muſt leave thee : 
the Father of Heaven thinks fit, and his 
will be done ! But oh, the parent, dear 
Sir, the parent will feel :—furely this 
will not be deemed a deficiency in hum- 
ble reſignation !“ I obſerved, that Chriſ- 
tianity by no means oppoſes humanity ; 
and that grace doth not deſtroy, it only 
regulates and reſines our affections. 
« My foul, ſhe went on, thankfully ac- 
quielces in all the divine diſpoſals, and I 
am ſatisfied, that whatever a God of love 
and wiſdom ordains, muſt be beſt for 
his creatures. But when I look upon 
this dear-innocent ; when I conſider the 
various evils of the world, and the pre- 
valence of our corrupt paſſions ; when I 
conſider the iar inconveniencies of 
our ſex, if deprived of maternal care 
and inſtruction, my heart throbs with 
ſenſible anxiety—and I wiſh—Oh Father 
of Love, pity and pardon me! Muſt I, 
ab, muſt F leave this ſweet harmleſs one 
to all the trials and difficulties of life ! 


Oh my pretty babe, I muſt leave thee; 


...... 
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take comfort), intruſt thee to a tender fa- 
ther, and to the protection of a Saviour 
and a God, who careth for his little ones ! 
Bleſſed Saviour — She was here over- 
powered by the ſtrength of her affec- 
falling into a fainting fit, 
ne almoſt apprehended the 


her parents were inſtantly called up; 
ery effort was uſed to reſtore her; 
grief ſuffered no one preſent to 
a ſyllable. The ſcene was the moſt 

profoundly awful I ever beheld ! 
At length ſhe came to herſelf; and 
the firſt object ſhe ſaw was her trem- 
bling mother bathed in tears, and hold- 
ing her clay-cold hand ! On the other 
fide ſtood her father; at her feet knelt 
her anxious and ciſtrefled huſband— 
around her ſeveral of us were placed, 
whoſe tears ſuffs iently witneſſed our 
concern. She raiſ-d her languid eyes; 
gaze q wiſhfully at . fixing them 
upon ler mcuer, Beſt and mot be⸗ 
loved uf par. rs, ſaid ſhe, farewell, 
fareweil : 5. of us good mercy re- 
ward your tender cafe of me, and give 
ur 4 meciing in the tuture world !—Oh 
my 
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my father, and are you too there? do 
not let me fee your tears: ſupport 
my poor mother, and remember you 
have a daughter gone before you to that 
place, where all ſorrow ceaſes - But my 
She ſaid no more; but 


at parting ; ay NAI 
bitterneſs of Death !—My dear friends, 
ſhe continued, addrefling herſelf to all 
of us around her, accept my beſt 
acknowledgments for all your kind of- 
fices to me : if you ever remember me 
when I am 3 that my 
foul perfectly rejuiced in God's dealing 


with me ; and that, however the weaker 
paſſions of nature may prevail, yet 1 
EI IE es thankful 
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to him for all; nay, deſirous to quit this 
world, that I may fee my Saviour, the 
Lord of Love, — gave his life for me, 
and in whoſe merits I joyfully truſt for 
ſalvation I am on the brink of eternity, 
and now ſee clearly the im of it. 
Remember, oh — that every 
thing in time 1s infignificant to the aw- 
ful concerns of —” Eternity, — ſhe would 
have faid ; but her breath failed; ſhe 
fainted a ſecond time; and when all our 
labours to recover her ſeemed juſt effec- 
my and ſhe appeared — to life, 
a deep fob alarmed us - and the lovely 
body was left untenanted by its immortal 
inhabitant! 

Now SHE 15 NUMBER'D AMONG THE 
CHILDREN OF God, AND HER LOT 16 
AMONG THE SAINTS. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Sould ſuch a wretch to num'rous years arrive, 
It can be little worth his while to live 

No honours, no regards, his age attend ; 
6 ons fly : he nc er could hate a friend : 
His flatterers leave him, and with wild . 
He looks within, and ſhudders at the fight 

When threat ning Death uplifts his ; pointed dart, 
With hat impat-ence he applies to art, 
Life to prolong amidjt diſeaſe and pains ! 
n this, if after it no fenſe remains ? 

Why ſhould he chuſe theſe mijeries to endure , 
If Death could grant an everlaſting cure ? 

— 17 theres ſomething <vhigpers in his car, 
| (Tho fain he'd hide it) © dv ab to fear, 

Jeunyn's tranſlation of Brown's 


poem on Immortality, &c. 
MONGST the various 


ments of conſolation on the loſs of 


our friends, that which is drawn from 
the plealing hope of a future meeting, 

in perfect a doubtleſs is the moſt 
42 Grief ſubſides, and forrow 
foftens into a tenderly pleaſing remem- 


brance; when the ſoul is comforted 


with the happy expectation of one day 

ſeeing again, —ſeeing never more to ſe- 
— thoſe whom Death bath reft from 

| Our 
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our affectionate embraces, and removed 
a little before us to our Father's houl-. 
The tranſporting thought ſuff e us no 
to lament our loſs ; the fl:me of 
our friendſhip is ſtill kept alive; and the 
anxious fear of diſa tment on our 
parts becomes an active prineiple ot 
obedience and duty.—Sce in this view 
what we owe to our friends; and how 
careful we ſhould be fo to paſs the ſhort 
time of our pilgrimage here, that, when 
we depart, they may have rational 
ground to believe, A our fouls are with 
God, and that there they ſhall meet us 
in the fulneſs of bliſs ! 

What a comfort was this to the parents 
and friends of the amiable Pol cHERIA; 
who, ſenſible of her conſtant attention 
to ſpiritual concerns, were well convin- 
ced that her change was 1 mortality 


ving = with z comfortable 

t happy hour, when again 

they ſhould meer, — -4 
©, 
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ſence, when again they ſhould meet to 
be abſent no more ! 

And ſhall it be? O thou God of in- 
finite Grace, ever ſtudious of thy crea- 
ture's felicity, various in thy bounties, 
and infinite in loving-kindneſs. It muſt 
be ſo! for whatever conduces moſt to 
our bliſs, we have abundant evidence to 
conclude will be always thy decree. — 

It muſt be ſo! oh pleaſing, bal ny hope ! 
And once again, ye beſt-lov'd parents, 
ye tender ſolicitous guardians of my 
outh, once again ſhall I bzhold you 
ah ! not as once; not as waſted with 
ſickneſs, and wearied with pain! I ſhall 
fee you made like unto God; and ſaved 
from forrow, from fin, and from Death ! | 
Thou too, my LaxcasTER, lo d friend 
of my youth, with whom ſo often I have 
raved the banks of favoured CAM, 
and enjoyed all the ſweets of virtuous, 
 unpollluted friendſhip; thou too ſhalc 
2 my 821 ; for never halt 
thou been wiped w_ tables of my 
memory ! ſtill have I borne thee, as a 
ſeal, upon my heart ; my firſt, my dear- 
eſt, my diſintereſted friend! Happy, 
thrice happy thou, removed non 
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bad world, ignorant of its glozing arts, 
and fatal deceits ! Happy, thrice happy 
thou, offered, in virtuous innocence 
yet unhackneyed in the ways of evil men, 
an unpolluted flower, an early and ſweet 
facrifice to Heaven !\——And ſhall we 
meet? Alas, too well I know where 
reſts the only doubt !——Bur the bleſt 
hope ſhall animate my foul ; till, till 
will I maintain the painful conflict. —Aid 
— oh mighty Redeemer, in the fight; 

and through thy merits give me victory; 
give happy, ſpeedy union with thyſelf, 
and with my friends ! 

But have we not living friends ? And 
| hall we, in our regard for the dead, for- 
get our duty to the /ving?—Forbid it, 
Heaven! Nor let it be feared, where 
virtuous friendſhip reigns in the gene- 
rous heart, that the love which awa- 
kens every tender ſentiment for the de- 

ed will make us leſs anxious to com- 
municate felicity to the ſurviving ; leſs 
anxious ſo to live, that we may leave be- 
hind the ſweet odour of our memory, 
and the anxious defire to enjoy us again ! 
Without this reciprocation of mutual en- 
dearment, what is * and what is man! 
Was 
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Was he formed for himfelf, or can he 
be bleſt in unſocial exiſteace? Can he 
be contented—(nay, then let him relin- 
quiſh his claim to immortality ) can he 
be contented to live without the love, 
to die without the tribute of friendly 
remembrance !—Can he be contented to 
| live the deſpiſer of his God, and to die 
the affliction of his friends, who can ne- 
ver think without horror of his future 
exiſtence ! How then can they dry up 
their tears ? Oh wretched parents of the 
more wretched Mis ELLA ! my heart 
bleeds for you: I wonder not that ye 

refuſe to be comforted ! 
Have we then any value for our 
friends ? are they really dear to us ? do 
we wiſh to remove every cauſe of an- 
guiſh from their fouls, and to wipe off 
every tear of diſtreſs from their eyes? 
let this be a motive to influence our 
conduct, and to render us active in the 
diſcharge of every duty to God and to 
them; that ſo, when we are ſummoned 
to that future and important world, they 
may cloſe our eyes with peace, and ſay, 
with infelt ſatisfaction, Farewell, oh, 
farewell, thou deareſt, beſt-lov'd friend | 
Thy 
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Thy life, thy love, thy faith, leave us 
no room to doubt of thy felicity 
Thou art happy! We mourn only for 
ourſclves ! Yer ſoon, very ſoon, we hope 
to meet thee hereafter. —Then farewell 
only for a while ! we will ever bear thee 
in moſt faithful remembrance; and, tread- 
ing in the paths of thy virtues, will hope 
ſpeedily to receive thy reward !” 

How deſirable to leave this world, thus 
lamented and beloved ! How much ber- 
ter than to drag out a contemptible exiſ- 
rence through threeſcore and ten worth- 
leſs years, and at length to drop into the 
grave, and there to rot, without one long- 
ing wiſh from one lamenting friend ! 

The contraft, perhaps, may ſtrike us: 
let us view it in BuzuLo ; whoſe fu- 
neral obſcquies I faw lately performed, 
with all the ip and vain parade 
of oftentatious pride! Yet though car- 
ried to the filent tomb, with all this 
farce of ſhow, no eye dropt a tear, and 
no heart heaved a ſigh, when BuzuLo 
ceaſed to breathe. Full threeſcore years 
and ten had Busure encumbered, with 
his heavy load, this ſublunary world. 


And it would be difficult to point out 
* any 
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any works of benevolence or religion, 
any works of real worth or humanity, 
which diſtinguiſh theſe ſeventy years! 
Fond of vile pelf, the earth- worm con- 
tinually coiled to add to his heap : and 
though wealthy, and daily increaſing in 
wealth, could never prevail upon him- 
ſelf to communicate to others, or to ſerve 
his neareſt relations. Yet ſmooth were 
his words, and f.ir were his promiſes ; 
and who, that knew him not, would have 
he bim other than an univerſal 
friend to mankind ? The hours which 
were not conſecrated to gain, were con- 
ſecrated to the ſervice of his nice and 
enormous appretite, to devouring of 
Fe, and drinking of wine! He was, in 
this reſpect, a animal; and who 
that ſa him at a city feaſt ever thought 
him of a ſuperior order ? His faculties 
were almoſt entirely abſorbed by this 
life of indulgence and gluttony; yet, 
laden as he was, he could pretend to 
ſcoff at Religion, to deny the being, and 
to deſpiſe the revelation of God— What 
rational man will think this ſtrange ? 

He found a female willing to ſubmit to 
the flavery of his dominion : ſhe brought 
E tm 
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him three children, and happily was 
foon freed from her captivity. The eld- 
eſt fon continued a kind of ſuperior ſer- 
vant to him, till his death, which he 
had long impatiently wiſhed for, and 
heard of with joy. The younger, of a 
more ſprightly diſpoſition, unbiaſſed by 
principles, ruſhed headlong into the 
practice of all faſhionable vices, and, be- 
ing unaſſiſted by his father, committed 
ſome actions, which obliged him to ſe- 
cure himſelf by a voluntary baniſnment 
into the Weſt-Indies. His daughter, 
— frequently aſked in marriage, 
could never prevail upon him to forward 
her happy ſettlement in life :—he could 
not ſpare a fortune for her; ſhe conti- 
nued with him, therefore, in a ſtate of 
diſcontent, and added not much to his 
felicity by her filial duty, as he was fo 
averſe to make any addition to her's by 
his d. He faw his wi- 
dowed After, with many little orphans, 
ſurrounded with a of difficulties ; 


variety 
and, perſuaded at length to undertake 
her affairs, embroiled them more and 
Ir I 
becauſe his own 63 | — 
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would not allow him ſufficient time to 
attend them. 

A long and waſting 1 illneſs warned him 
of eternity: he would not receive the 
warning. He dreaded Death, yer would 
not prepare to die. The * aſſoci- 
ates at the tavern and the club forſook 
and forgot him: his ſervants attended, 
but curſed him: his children thought 
every day of his exiſtence too long: 
the few dependents, which his moncy 
occaſioned, ceafed to regard him, and 
paid their reſpects to his fon, Buzrzo 
obſerved it, and it grieved him to the 
ſoul. He fent for more and more phy- 
ficians ; they wrote, ſhook their heads, 
and took their fees. All hope was gone. 
The miniſter of the pariſh was teat for. 
He found the almoſt lifeleſs wretch, 
weeping, and lying along the ground; 
for he would be removed from bed, had. 
not ſtrength ro ſupport himſelf, fell 
down, and in a few moments died. No- 
body wepr, for nobody had cauſe to 


weep. The pride of the "family gave him 


4 pomgens funeral —and he is forgot- 
ten! 


E 2 Think 
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S#ERLOCK, it is too peculiar to be drawn into 
But what would this Gentleman ſay 
of thoſe, who, looſe to all connections with their 
pariſh miniſter, &c. would leave a Sur stock, 
nay, and eſteem him a {gal preacher, without 
undion, c. Sc. ta hear a ada 
a man without any learning, nay, a f 
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CHAPTER IX. 


Cut off even in the Blaſſims of my Sin : 
No Rechoning made, but ſent to my Account, 
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death inſtantaneous and unexpected ; 
for which no proviſion has been made, 
which finds the foul utterly unprepared, 
and ſends the unhappy mortal to eter- 
nity, with all his imperfections on his 
head! A death like this is doubtleſs to be 
deprecated, more than the wide-waſting 
pettlence, or the devouring ſword. 
On the other ſide, to the good — 

to the ſoul conſcious of its frail 
dence here, and rly careful to ſe- 
cure its intereſt in the world beyond the 
grave, a ſudden death is ov 
evil, that it appears rather a blefſi 
and in this view bath been earneſtly wi 

ed by many men of exemplary piety. 
Indeed, ſtrictly ſpeaking, there is no 
ſuch thing as 2 death to us, who, 
as foon as we are born, begin is draw 
ta car end; who breathe this ſoblu- 
nary sir as temporary ſtrangers, exiſt» 
ing only awhile upon the bounty of Pro- 
vidence ; and afimed that the moment 
will come ſhortly, may come inſtantly, 
when the Lord of Lite ſhall ſummon 
us into his tremendous preſence! Ang 

as ſuch is the condition of our 
we cannot properly call that froke Jus 
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den, to live in conſtant expectation of 
which is our higheſt wiſlon and duty. 
Submiſſion to the will of Him, who is as 
good as HE is wile, is doubtleſs the 
beſt ſervice which ſuch imperfect crea- 
tures can pay in every particular ; and 
therefore we act moſt wilely, when we 
ſubmit the determination of this point 
to the Father of Mercies, and wait with 
reſignation either for the momentary 
ſtroke, or the long and lingering trial, 
which diſmiſſeth us from the ſtage of 
life. This care only ſhould be ours, 
well to act our parts; that the diſmif- 
fion may be with a plaudit, with the ap- 
probation of our Judge. 

Fett, yet, oh Father of unutterable 
Love thou ſourceof everlaſting good- 
t, if the meaneſt of thy crea- 
tures might be allowed io make his re- 
queſt——if thou wouldſt deign to give 
him liberty. of choice ſuffer him not, 
oh! do not ſuffer him long to languiſh on 
the bed of feeble diſeaſe, or excruciating 
z nor yet ſaatch bim hence, by an 
infeutencreus ſtroke, before he has look. 
ed his laſt farewell; and given the final 
affectionate adieu to all his heart-ap- 
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me fay, * fo let me be,” and Death 
cannot fail to be bleſſed ! 


- -How dif-reme was the dd and ah 


how different was the fe, of my neigh- 
bour Acricora; whom oft, tho in vain, 


he would not believe! Ac ice A was a 
wealthy and laborious farn er: it might, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, be ſaid of him, that he 
roſe up early, and late took reſt, and eat 
the bread of carefulneſs. He prevented 
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as the bleating multicude pour 
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the morning's dawn, and called the binds 


cotes, AcRicota ſtood by, 
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advantage: his ſamples were always 
dy, and were always beſt. wed 


Thus he purſued temporal things with 
unwearied application, ang unremitted di- 
ligence: but for eternal things, Aca e 
never once heeded, never once thought 
of them! What then? Did not A- 
col A believe in God, in Providence, in 
eternity? Oh yes, de believed all this; 
but he had no time to think of ſuch 
things! Hereafter” was his word ; it 
will be ſoon enough hereafter.” What 
then? Did AczicoLa foriake the week- 
ly ſervices of the church, and wholly 
relinquiſh the worſhip of God? Oh! 
by no meany Accor A never, or very 
rarely, was abſent from the divine fer- 
vice: he ly invited the curate 
of his little village—(a poor laborious 
man, like himfclf, who rode with all 
haſte from pariſh to pariſh, and ferved 
three diſtant churches !)—he generally 
invited him to a regale at his houſe on 
the Sabbath: when the time would al- 
low, the good man embraced it with 


thankfulncis z they drank together in 
friendly tort; and behold their conver- 
ſation was of ee the cxen in the field.” 


Ac 


AcricoLa had enough to dil- 
cern this im 28 conduct of 
the man of God. His Refor's rare ap- 
Pearance in the village, and ready ac- 
ceptance of his tithes, gave him alſo no 
very favourable idea of He 
judged theſe men ſervants © the Lord 
for the wages of the world ; and ap- 
1 all religion to be lucrative and 
 earihly. He was defirous to believe it 
Hb: hence in the alehouſe, at the 
markets, and in the little club of his vil- 
lage neighbours, he frequently gelivered 
his ſentiments with freedom ; and God 
| c 


py continued this courſe of 
life for ſome years; only as his money 
increaſed, fo increaſed his heart's at- 
tachment to it; and (as the world was 
fond to ſay his regard to probity di- 
miniſhed as his prof:ffions were mul- 
tiplied. The widows and the poor 
1 of his rapacity and extor- 
z the fields {poke his covetouſneſs ; - 


fe encroached upon his neighbours 
lands, and 
rendered diſ 


the ancient boundaries were 
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CHAPTER X. 


„ Beth: & Mc, 6 abate 
hiverh, ITY 1 Tim. v. 6. 


'T gives the Author of theſe Reflefjons 
fingular pleature to have the appro- 
_ lads, fo j ly admured for 
her good taſte as. lay e. Ne eſte ems 
it a particular favour that ſhe conde- 
ſcends to make a r-queit to him, Which 
he moſt readily grants, s aſſured, that 
the letter which ſhe defires him to ad- 
mit, will not only be pleaſirg, but 
 kighly inſtructive to bis ſerivus readers. 
' The death of Mr. NASsu drew her 
r 
ed ta wform me, the cob ird it out for 
che benefit of the public. It was ſent by 
a of known worth and piety, ſome 
years ſince to that /o' of pleaſure: what 
effect it had, his tacure life, alas ! did 


bur too plainly ſhew 


To 
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To Ricnany Nasn, EI. et Bath. 


8 IX, 


His comes from your i ri 
and one that bas you! 22 
deeply at heart: it comes o « Ac ſign 
altogether important, and of no irfs con- 
than your everlaſting bappi- 
nel ; fo that it may juſtiy challenge 
your careful regard. tt is not to up- 
| braid or reproach, Ire 
and inſult over your miſconduct: 
it is pure benevolence, « is diimercitce 
in prompts me to write; fo that 
hope I ſhall not raiſe your re ſentment. 
However, be the iſſue what it will, I 
cannqt bear to fee you walk in the paths 
which lead to Death, without warning 
you of your danger without founding in 
your cars the au ful admoniticn, * Re- 
turn and live; — for why 1 
I beg of you to conſider whether you do 
not,. in = meaiure, refemble thoſe 
unbappy children of Ext, whom, though 
the were famous in their generation, 
and men of renown, 
tered not to live. For my part, I 
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I am going, but God ? or what is there 
to be deſired on earth, but Religion? — 
But if this God ſhould reftore you to 
health, faid I, think you that you ſhould 
alter your former courſe ? * | tall heaven 
and earth to witnel:+, ſaid he, I would la- 
bour for holineſs as I ſhall ſoon labour 
for life. As for riches and pleaſures, 
and the applauſes of men, I account 
them as droſs and dung, no more to my 
happiacls than the feathers that lie on 
the floor. Oh, if the righteous Judge 
would try me once more ; if he would 
but reprieve and ſpare me a lk longer 3 
in what a ſpirit would I ſpend the re- 
mainder of my or I would know' 
no other buſineſs, at no other 


flver.— But alas, why do | amuſe myſelf 
with fond i ion ! The beſt reſo- 
lutions are now inſignificant, becauſe 
they are too late. The day in which I 
ſhould have worked is over and gone; 
and I fer a fad, horrible night approgch- 
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ing, bringing with it the biacknefs of 
darkneſs for ever. Heretofore, (wo is 
me !) when Gol called, | refuſed ; when 
he invited, I was one of them that made 
excuſe. Now, therefore, I receive the 
reward of my deeds; frarfulneſs and 
trembling are come upon me: I ſmart, 
I am in fore anguiſh alceady ; and yet 
this 15 but the beging of ſorrows ! 
It doth not yet apprar what I ſhall be 
but ſure I ſhall be ruined, undone, and 
* with an nn deſtruc- 
tion!“ 


uch earneſineſs, that I could nat eafily 
forget him or his words. And as I was 
mufing upon this ſorrouful ſubject, I re- 
membered Mr. N—s g : I remembered 
you, Sir — for I diſcerned too near an 
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end? The courſe of their actions was 
equally full of fin and folly, and why 
ſhould not the period of them be equally 
full of horror and diſtreſs ? I am grievoul- 
ly afraid for the ſurvivor, left as he lives 
the life, ſo he ſhould 


1 

I 

92 
75 


and deſpair to the 
Part in peace, 
mortality ? 
Bur I muſt tell you, 
moſt 

ſelf ro God. 

ing 

you 

and 


f 
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vent of Days ſhall open, and by which 
you ſhall be judged ! What fay thoſe 
ſacred volumes? They teſtify and de- 
clare to every foul of man, That whoſo 
liveth in pleaſure is dead while be liveib. 
Zo that while you roll on in a continued 
2 
tainments, you are dead to all the 


accompliſh this great and deſitable de- 
Tou muſt not appear at the 


head of every vir diverſion bur ener 
ſhut 


and ſ 
your own 
* 


is REFLECTIONS 


life, and all ſuperfluity of naughtineſs 
| muſt be put away. You muſt make hafte, 
and delay net the time to keep (and with 
your might too) all Gud's holy command- 
ments; always remembering, that migh- 
ty finners muſt be mighty penitent, or 
elſe be mightily tormented. 

Your example, and your , have 
deen extremely prejudicial, I wiſh I could 

not ſay fatal 2 deſtructive, to many: 
for this there is no amends but an alte- 
ration of your conduct, as ſignal and re- 
markable as your per/on and name. 

If you do not by this method remedy 
in ſome degree the evils which you 
have fent abroad, and prevent the miſ- 
chievous conti cquences which enſue, 
—— wretched will you be, yea wretched 
above men, to eternity. The blood of 
fouls will be Lid to your charge; God's 
_ jealouſy, like a flame, will 
ſmoke againſt you; as you will 
fee in that day, when the mountains ſhall 
quake, and the hills melt, and the earth 
be burnt up at his 

Once more then, I exhort you as 2 
friend; I beſeech you as a brother; I 
charge you us a weſeage from the gra 


- WW WRATSES -< 
God, in his own moſt folemn words: Caft 
away from you your tranſgreſſions ; make 
you a new heart and a new jpirit ; ſo ini- 
quity ſhall not be your ruin. 

Perhaps you may be diſpoſed to con- 
temn this, and its ſerious purpoſe ; or 
to recommend it to your companions as 
a fit ſubje for raillery :—but let me tell 
you beforc-hand, that for this, as well as 
for other things, God will bring you 
into judgment. He ſces me now I write; 
he will obſerve you when you read. 
He notes down my words in his book; 
he will alſo note down your conſequent 
procedure. So that, not upon me, but 
upon your own ſelf will the neglecting 
or deſpifing my friendly admonitions 
turn. If 3 thou ſhalt be 
wiſe for thyſelf; if thou ſcorneſt, chou 
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pates !—and whoſe converſation was made up of 
tritliag, of talſhood, and of immorality. 

In matters which concern the fouls of men let 
us be eſpecially careful; for fatal, indeed, may it 
be to betray them into wrong opinions, In other 
reſpects we will unite to applaud Mr. Nasn, and 
will readily join his ponegyriſts, —we will be 
thankful to him for the improvements he has made 
at Bath. by dis mans the mall Egg cad grads 
ing of all - and we will be thankful 
ta the editor of his life, tor the amuſement and 
fatisfaftion we have received from ſo well wrowe 


F CHAP- 


122 REFLECTION 
CHAPTER XL 
Sam? oem live, n 


Into thy mother”s or be with eaſe | 
Gather'd, not y plack'd, for death mature. 
Th:s is old age; but then thou muſt outlive 


Thy youth, thy ſtrength, thy beauty, <vhich — 
To cvither d. weak, and grey; thy fenſes then 


' Obruje, all taſte of pleaſure muſt forego 
Towwhat thor hat: and for the ar of youth 
Hopeful and cheerful, in thy blood will r:ign 
A me!ancholy damp of cold and dry, 

To ave; gh thy ſpirits down ; and laſt conſume 

The ba'm of health. MiLToN. 


N our two fore chapters we have 
two very different and alarming cha- 
rafters before us; each ſufficient to ſhew 
us the vanity of this life, and to awaken 
in our fouls an earneſt attention to future 
concerns: the one cut off by a ſud- 
den blaſt from heaven in the full bloom 
4 of days, and the vigour of health: thy 
} other dragging through a length 
weary years a feeble exiſtence ®, to *©* tbe 


laft jcene of all, 
Which 


** Mr. Nas u died at Bath in February, 1761, 
aged 88. The man was funk long before, as 
one expreſſes it (ſec the Public Ledger, No. 365), 
in the weakneſs and infirmities of exhauſted 
natuse. 
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Which ends our ſtrange, eventful hi tory, 
To ſecond childiſhneſs and mere oblivion, 


Sans teeth, ſans eyes, ſans taſte, ſans every thing 


Old-age is honourable, and hath its ad- 
vantages. ut might I preſume, oh! 
thou Almighty and All-wiſe, ſhort ſight- 
ed as I am, and incapable at the beit to 
diſtinguiſh my real good or evil, - might 
1 preſume to judge, or to aſk any thing 
of thee reſpecting my future ſtate in this 
poor paſting world, I nous bumbly ſay, 
% Suffer me not to bear the load of lite 
when every faculty is benumb'd ; when 
every power of enjoyment is paſt; 
when oblivion darkens the memory, and 
all the ſenſes ſeem wearied and ſealed 
up; when the power of being uſeful to 
mankind is totally removed; nay, when 
the power of pleakag ® no ane, and 
we become a burden even to our neareſt 
friends.” | 
See the trembling, palfied Hassas ! 
unable to move; icarce able to utter 
intelligible ſounds; weak in his fight ; 
imperfect in bearing; oppreſt with 
”—_ forgonen all the world ; for- 


F 2 ſaken 


— - 
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ſaken by all; and attended only by a di- 
ant relation, whom intereſt keeps with 
him, impatient for his departure, and 
anxious to poſleſs his wealth, Yet 
though thus miſerable, deſpiſed, forſa- 
ken, forgotten, Hassan loves the 
world; clings faſter to it, the more it 
hrinks from his embraces ; deteſts the 
thoughts of death; and thinks and talks 
of nothing with ſatisfaction, but the de- 
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Crowned with victory over the 
paſſions, girt round with uſe ful 
L I- 

* e, Se.; 
ſolution, the old man becomes a blefling 
to ſociety; we rile up to him with reve- 
rence, and rejoice to do him honour. 

Such is the hoary SormroN ;; we be- 

hold him with a degree of awe and ve- 
neration; we contult him with con- 
fidence; and to follow his advice is to 
act witely and confiftently. Sopnron | 
filled a very hw ſphere of lite, and 
maintained a high reputation for inte- 
giry, prudence, _ piety. He —_— 

3 


Biſhop HALL. gives us an inſtance of courage 
plain man in the country: ſome thieves 
into his ſolita- 
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ed in proper ſeaſon from the ſtage, and 
now dedicates his time to the great bu- 
fineſs of ſelf· recollection. Yet is be no 
. abſolute hermit nor recluſe ; nor does he 
fo live to himſelf as to forget 

cerns of others; mild and -affable, he 
delights in the converſation of his friends, 
pleafingly inſtructs, while ſcarce 
| ſeeming to inſtruct; benevolent and hu- 
mane, he liftens to the voice of afflic- 
ion, and is always the ready friend of 
Happy So- 
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the wiſh of human bearts,—we ſhould 
_ endeavour to provide for the winter of 
life, by laying up ſuch a ſtore of true 
wildom and health, as may render the 
clole comfortable, or at leaft ſoften the 
many unavoidable difficulties of age. 
Intemperance will tor the general pre- 
vent our long continuance here below“; 
it will certainly treaſure for us many 
pains and evils, if we are allowed a 
longer exiſtence: vice and immorality 
will render our old- age deſpicable to 
others and afflicting to ourſelves; and 
make us the more uneaſy to quit the 
ſtage of lite, as we draw nezrer the dire 
neceſſity. So that the grand 
rain a happy vid-age, as well as a happy 
death, is to ** live well;” is to live, as 
becometh thoſe who bear the ſolemn 


T's name 


— 
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+ Ol Alam, the final rin age. 
ſpeaks thus: 
Tho” Look old, yer I am ſtrong and luſt, 
For in my youth I never did apply 
Hot and rebellious liquors in my blood ; 
w 09 
| ade motto gang" wg +. 
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name of Chriftians, and profeſs the fa- 
cred name of Chrif. 
Uncertain as is the tenure of human 
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how few, | 

of mortals, 

earth, arrive 

preſent boundary 

fſeventiech year ! 

that age are con 

And canſt thou, thy- 
ſeif this length thou 
how long thy I knoweſt 
and his impar- 
; fate is man- 


= 


who, hike AcgicoLa, would 


„ fince the call may come in- 
fantly ; and then how terrible the con- 
ſequences ? 


But Acrzrcota's fate was 
o thought his neighbour 
TuLus. He faw — 
of Acricota borne from the field; 
ſhook I's head, declared the ſtroke a 
| Og judg- 


Havs- 


I 
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from heaven, and enlarged 
greatly on the demerits of the deceaſed ; 
| —yet he forgot himſelf. HavusTurLvus 
was the pride of the village where he 


y; and re- 
h of his conſtitution, 


merrl- 
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ſtate everlaſting 
culiar? was bis death ſudden? — Tis a 
a, tis a fate every day exemplified. 
you chooſe to ſhare ſuch 
a fate; to die ſuch a death? Surely 
10: then | | not to lead fuch a 
are innumerable out- 
. preſent ſcene: lightnin 

F 5 and 
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and fevers are not the only inſtruments 
in the hand of God: the meaneſt and 
r 
ith him to flop the throbbing heart, 
and to draw the veil of death over the 
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nity. But this will nor prevent us from 
meditating in the v «/t of the Nebles ; 
where ſurely we ſhall find ampler matter 
for contem 
By the fide of the church, where 
firit 1 was led into theſe Reflections, fuck 
a vault is found. Let me deſcend into 
the folemn and facred receſs! How 
awful as I tread flow]y don the ſtone 
ſteps, which lead into it, a melancholy 
murmur ſeems to echo through the fi- 
tent manfion ; the moor Juſt throws in 
a faint light, ſufficient for me to d ſcern 
the contents (though indeed no firan- 
ger to them), and all my foul thrills 
with anxious horror Whence this 
ſtrange and uncommon dread upon us. 
when converſing with the aged 4 
Heipleſs duſt and afhes as they are, 
know they cannot harm or injure hg 
Nay, and were it poſſible for any of 
them to to us, furely it would 
be moſt delightful and moſt 
to view and to hear from them 
fome of the wonders of that world, — 
which is at once fo intereſting, and. ſo 
much unknown ! 
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ON DEATH. 133 
writer * hath given us a ſtriking account 
of his laſt moments : let us recol- 
let this, and then make our reflections 
upon it. 

To i + oy 4 
be, the laſt hours 
birth and high ſpirit ; 's prion of bb 
t paſſions, every way accompliſhed, 


15 
1 KH 


5 


5 
1 


8 


a 


1234 REFLECTIONS 
for Omnipotence ! 1 have plucked down 


ruin.” 

I faid the bleſſed Redeemer — 
„ Hold! hold! you wound me! That 
is the rock on which [ ſplit I denied 


1 2 


years; though an age were 
Eule for the much | bare to do.” 
oo ay Long. ve. ane an. 6s | 
much; that heaven was a bleſſed 

« So much the worſe. *Tis loſt ! 


3 87 


1 


r It cloſes with 
my conſcience. Its fevereſt ſtrokes but 


&cund my own.” 


ON DEATH. 


to tears at this, (who 


could not) with a moſt affectionate look, 
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« No, no! let me ſpeak on. I have 


hides me from thy frown.” | 
not to be repeated, or ever forgot. 


. 
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And ere the fun (which I hope has ſeen 


few like him, aroſe, the gay, young, 
noble, i 


accompliſhed, and moſt 
wretched ALTAMONT expired.” 


a * 


CHAPTER XU. 


Adorn'd cuitli all that earth or heaven could give 
To make ber amiable. 


| Mirren. 
OW doubly dreadful is Death, 
when it hurries away an affrighted 
foul from all the 12 


and 


** kr 
men 
my fate, muſt I leave all theſe?” faid 
Ga noble PuBL1o ; as ſtretched upon 

bed of acute diſeaſe, be lay firuggling 
with his fate, like a wild bull in the net! 
impatient and reftles under the hand 
Ommipotence, as the untamed 
the toils of the Lybian hunter. 
PusLio, thou mult leave all - theſe ; 
| proud and vain a5 thou haſt been of thy 
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titles and honours, as much elevated as 
thou haſt thought thyfelf above thy fel- 
low mortals, thou muſt now at length ex- 
| perience that Death levels all diſtinctions, 
and firikes at thee with as cruel uncon- 
cern, as he ſtrikes at the meaneft peaſant 
who toils in the ſpacivus fields. Why 
will men this obvious truth? ſure- 
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140 1 
and vexatious ſuff- 
— ruffle the quiet of the latter. In 
great goodneſs and con%lcenfion to his 
creatures, the all-wiſe Ditp.ſer of Things 
hath mace happineſs pecu . no ſtate, 
and atrainable mn a. It is a plant which 
will thrive in every foil, though ſome 
nav be more kindly to it than others: 1 
have ſeen it bloom ing in all the verdure 
of the moſt flouriſſ ing palin tree, in the 
ſplendid palace of the noble: I have ſeen 
it freſh, beautiful, a» d fragrant, in the 
Lu de elling of the peace ui and con- 
tented - For the true Chriſtian 
is the heopy man; and he who is indeed 
a Chriſtian, will find peace and joy, 
whether in the cottage or the palace. 
What could have deprived tne gay 
the the noble, ingenious, and 
moſt accompliſhed ALramoxt, of hap- 
fuperlatively pleaſing, has he but 
and practiſed that dwine religion, 
whoſe excellence is fuſſcicnady marked 
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nithed with all that art cuuld beſtow, 
were ready provided for him; 
beautified with the fineſt lawns, and moſt 
extenſive proſpects, ſtretched themſelves 
around hun ; eſtates were in his 
_ poſſeſſion, ſufficient to ſupply every ne- 
ceſſity, and ſufficient for the calls of 
magnificence, liberality, and charity ; 
and Heaven had bleſſed him with a mind 


142 REFLECTIONS 


lity! what availed to thy miſerable re- 
mains, the nodding plumes and the ef- 
cutcheon'd hearſe, with all the pomp of 
funeral ſolemnity ! Here thou lieſt moul- 
dering in the velvet-clad coffin; and I, 
- fo much beneath thee in ſtation, can weep 
thy fad fate, and commitlerate thee, thou 
fallen fon of greatneſs ! 

Oh, ye nobles of, the earth, confider 
and be wife ! Nobility, without virtue, 
is but a poliſhed ſhaft, more quick and 
keen to deſtroy : adorned with Chriſtian 
faith, it is a curonet of gold, graceful and 
| honourable to the brow ; it will dignify 
you in time, and add honour to your ' 

teſt honours in eternity. 

So thought the incomparable Lady, 
whoſe fad relics I view with joy, and am 
tranſported to find in this doleful vault 
an inicripti n like the following, over her 
honoured remains. Let us perule it, and 
leave it to our reader's reflections : 
Here reſts the . of Ma v, 
Counteſs of ——, &c.—— who departed 
this life, &c. whom it were unpardon- 
able to lay down in ſilence, and ot whom 
it is difficult to ſpeak with juftice: for 
we dated 
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and the leaſt abatement of it is an ory 
to her memory. 

In every condition of life ſhe was a 
pattern to her {cx ; appeared miſtreſs of 
thoſe peculiar qualities, which were re- 
quiſite to conduct her through it with 
honour, and never failed to exert them 
in their Ne, to the utmoſt ad- 
va tage. 

She was m deſt without affectation, 
caſy without levity, and referved without 
pride ;—knew how to ſtocp v it out ſink- 


ing, and to gain people's affections with- 
out leſſening their regard. 


She was careful without anxiety, fru- 
gal without parfimony ; not at all fond of 
the ſuperfluous trappings of greatneſs, 
yet abridged herſelf of nothing which 
her quality red. 

She was 2 faithful member of the 

Church of England. 


Her piety was was exemplary, her charity 


univ 


Sde found herſelf a widow in the he- 


ig of her life, when the temp- 
tations of honour, beauty, youth, and 
pleaſure, were in their full ſtrength ; 
—— — dads -* 
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tereſt of her family, and betook herſelf 
entirely to the matron's part. 
The education of her children en- 
| all her care ; no charge was ſpar- 
ed in the cultivation of their minds, nor 
any pains in the improvement of "their 
fortuies. hs nd 
Inn a word, was wiſe truly 
honourable—and and truly good. 
More can fcarce be ſaid; and yet he 
who faid this, knew her well, and is well 
aſſured, that he has faid nothing which 
either veracity or modeſty ſhould oblige 
— 


* 22 — — 


CHAPTER XIV. 


y all this toil for triumphs of ax hour ? 
What tho aue wade in weaith or fear in fame? 


7 8 m ends in, , here be lies;” 
Touxc. 


ROM the vault where reſt the 
precious remains of the great and 
noble, 


N n 0 — a — „ tt. * * 7 3 
. 


The Reader may be aſſured of the ſtrict truth 
of what is here delivered, 8 
penned by that excellent prelate Dr. Hough, 
werly Biſhop of Worcefter. 
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noble, I aſcended into the Church, and 
was immediately led to that part of the 
ſacred edifice, which is dedicated to the 
of theſe illuſtrious perſonages. 
What ſaperb monuments ! what clabo- 
rate declarations! what pompous in- 
icriptions ! what high-ſounding epi- 
taphs! One would imagine from a pe- 
ruſal of theſe, that all the fons and 
daughters of this noble houſe, Eke thoſe 
mentioned in another ſacred place, were 
. valiant and virtuous: but alas, even 
Tombs are taught to flatter and to lj e! 


How ſtrong i is the defire of pre-emi- 


nence in the human breaſt! we wiſh to 
preſerve it even in death. In ſome re- 
ſpects it may be well to preſerve it: but 
what vanity can be fo 8 contempti- 
ble, as that which aſſigns a large ſum of 
money to the erecting a ſplendid monu- 
ment, ſerving to perpetuate only the 
erectors folly 3 
virtuous and the truly good, the friends 
to ſociety, and the ornaments of reli- 
gion, be diſtinguiſhed in death: for the 
reſt, whatever titles they bear, or ho- 
nours they boaſt, 9 are a mere num- 

ber 


pride! Let the truly 
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ber only—let them be conſigned to ob- 
livion and duſt! 

What a foppery and falfe taſte diſco- 
vers itſelf in ſome of theſe fantaſtic mo- 
numents before me, the emblems of 
which it is more difficult to decypher, 
than the darkeſt ſhades of an allegoric 
poem! what abſurdity and prophane- 
neſs glare in others! Methinks I am 
tranſported, by fome inviſible 
while | gaze from a Chriſtian church 
into one is he dentin temples ; for 
their deities crowd around me, fculp- 
tured with all the pride of art, wane 
can dilcern a 13 only of bim 
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ble original before me, as I have often 
ſeen him, and imagine I hear him thus 
addreflinz me: See the end of hu- 
man grandeur, and learn to think no- 
thing great in mortality ! nothing can 
be truly great which is uncertain 3 no- 
thing truly good which muſt ſhortly 
have an end. Ere while I flouriſhed in 
all the verdure which human exiſtence 
can boaſt. High in birth, bigh in ho- 
nours; dignified with the royal fa- 
vour; abounding in wealth, and of 
conicquence courted and flattered by 
the univerſal voice of men! In this 
elevated ſtate I forgot not myſelf; 1 
remembered that I was a man, that 1 
was to give an account to a ſuperior 
tribunal, and that my puniſhment or 
reward would be in proportion to the 
truſt repoſed in me. V hen therefore 
the ſolemn ſummons came, when I 
heard the alarming voice — I 
mult die! I was not conf . 
though impreſt with awe; com- 
mending myſelf to the Father of Mer - 
cies, I reſigned his carthly favours with 
complacence and thankfulneſs, in happy 
hope of a future and better ſtate! 


Had 


jñ;oyments, and 
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*« Had my conduct been the reverſe of 
this, what ſhould 1 have what 
ſhould I not have loſt! for my pomp 


and power could not have arreſted the 
fonts 4 which 2 = 


foul ! revateing with — the — en- 

ing with a wiſhful 
eve to that manfion, and that lovely 
park, which once 1 ranged with fuch 
pleaſure, then for ever denied to my 
hapleſs feet !—Mine was a better choice : 


the remembrance of death taught me 


widom 5; © for who remember 
death, will aſſuredly be wile.” 

This is an important truth: the 
abuſe of life from the forgetful- 
neſs of death. 
dards upon earth, and vainly propoſe this 
tranſitory ſcene as the end of their being 
and —4 objects of their love, what er- 


When men fix their ſt an- 


, 
d 


what fearful difa nts (here, 
22 r caſe with the famous 
This 


greatneſs were infignifica — 
and gr ＋* the hand of Dem 3 


to 
-dying worm 

a never 

in concluſion, 


his 
ed foul to 

thus vented his wound *—* And mt 
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* See Harpgfelds Hiſtory. 


ſter, dy his third wife Catherine Swinford: he was 
commonly called, the rich Cardinal of Wincheſter : 
he died in 1447. Shakeſpcare, who generally 
preſerves hiſtorical truths very exactly, in his ſe- 
cond part of Henry the VIth, hath given us, in 
lively colours, a deſcription of the Cardinal's 
death, with which, I am perſuaded, my readers 
will be pleaſed, U 
Scene the Cardinals Bedchamber. 
Exter King Henry, Saliſbury, and Warwick, to 
the Cardinal in Bed. 
T. H. ww fares my lord ? Speak, Bearfort, 


to thy ſovereign. 
Card. If thou beeſt death, Ill give thee Erg- 


land's treaſure, 
to ſuch another land, 
So thou wilt let me live and feel no pain. 
K. H. Ah! what a fign it is of evil life, 
Where death's approach is ſeen fo terrible! 


W ſovereign ſpeaks to 
1 Card. 
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Oh, what an end was this! what 
availed it this unhappy great man, that 
facrificing to his ambition ſome of the 

moſt 


Card. Bring me unto my trial when you will. 
Dy'd be * not in kis bed? where ſhoulFhe die? 
Can I make men live whether taey will or no ? 
On torture me no more, I will confeſs — 

Alive again! then ſhew me where he is: 

Fil yive a thouſand pound to look upon him. 

He hath no eyes, the duſt hath blinded them: 
Cuinbdown his hair;—look, look, it ſtands upright, 
Like lime-twigs ſet to catch my winged ſoul, 
Give me ſome drink, and bid th' apothecary 
Bring me the ſtrong poiſon that I bought of him. 

K. H. O thou eternal Mover of the heavens, 

Look with a gentle eye upon this wretch ! 
O bezt away the buſy, meddling fiend 
That lays ſtrong ſeige upon this wretch's ſoul, 
And from his boſom purge his black deipair. _ 
War. Joe how the pangs of death do make him 
g in! | | 
Sal. Diſturb him not, let him paſs peaceably. 
K. H. Peace to his foul, if God's good plea- 
ſure be ! 
Lord Cardinal, it thou thinkeſt on heaven's bliſs, 
Lift up thy hand, make ſignal of thy hope. 
He dies and makes no lign, —O God, forgive him! 
ar. So bad a death argues a monſtrous life. 

X. H. Forbear to judge, for we are finners all. 
Cloſe up his eyes, and draw the curtains round, 
And let us all to medi: ation 


M Meaning the Duke of Glcaceſter, of whoſe mandy de 
was ſulfefted, "4 | 
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moſt ſacred duties of humanity, he died 
potlefl-d of a fum, ſuperior to what, 
perhaps, any ſubject before him had poſ- 
ſeſſed: what availed it, that amidit the 
terrors of death he configned large fums 
to charitable offices! and leaſt of all 
what could avail the ten thouſand maſſes 
which he ordered to be faid for his foul ! 
Heaven is not to be purchaſed with 


nor the favour of God to be 


it with money. Our redemption 
was not perfected by fuch corruptible 
things, but by the blood of 
Cbriſt, as of a lamb wndour blemiſh and 
without ſpot! and he. who, after an evil 
life, thinks to conciliate the regard of the 
Moſt High by donations and maſſes, dies 
in a miſtake as and fatal as that 
wherein he lived. Indeed, to the honour 
of the Proteſtant church, we muſt obſerve, 
that this moſt deftructive ot all errors is 
ſeldom found within her pale; at lcaft, 


in compariſon with its frequency in the 


Romiſh church ; where the religious or- 
ders are led to deceive even the fouls of 
dying men, for the ſake of accumulating 
wealth to their own focieties : thocking 


and dreadful! how contrary to the te- 
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aſſuredly redeem, as well from the guilt 
as from the deſilement of all his former 
| — 


— - 8 ” a — Jy. 


c a AP T E R xv. 
Take phyſfic, pomp : 
Expoſe thyje 1/elf to feel wohat coretches feel, 

That thou may f ſhake the fuperfiax to them, 

And ſpew the Heavens more jaft. StaxESPEARE, 


4 health, pee =» 
on downy breaft proſperity 
and 1 . SecuRrvs rejects our Re- 
flettions with diſdain, and will not, con- 
not bear to hear of Death, the cruel 
ſpoiler of all his circling comforts ! 
* Away with the ſtrain, he 
2 I cannot endure the voice of this 
gloomy contem Let him not 
to diſturb my repoſe, nor, like 


ap 
the hoarſe and ill-boding raven, croak 
his fatal admonitions in my eats- Ah, 
miſtaken mortal, what troubles art thou 
treaſuring up for a future moment ! 


Pity him, Heaven, who has no pity for 
himſelf !—We will leave him PE tho? 
with forrow and r 


* — 
= 4 and 
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and Chriſtian Reader (who art not afraid 


to view theſe mournful but inftructive 
ſcenes} to the fick, the dying bed of the 
paar man, now that we have viſited to- 
gether the ſuperb vault of the noble. If 
thou art rich, perhaps thou haſt never 
been call-d to fo fad a ſcene, and the 
fight of it will teach thee content : if 
thou art poor, it will affect thy heart, 
and lead thee to a ferious concern for 
futurity, that both temporal and eternal 
evils may not be thy deplorable lot ! 

Come then, and let me lead thee up 
theſe narrow and miſerable ſtairs to the 
wretched apartment, whither I was ere 
while led, and where the poor man lies 
la neviſhing on the bed of emaciating 
diſeaſe ! Sreſt thou this diſmal dwelling, 
foul, off-nfive, ſqualid ! 

Hear, the wind whiſtles through the 
ſhattered caſement, ill defended by vile 
rags and darkening paper, ſure mark of 
penury and diftref-. 

Seeſt thou that wretched object, pale 
and meagre, with haggard ſtaring eyes, 
and beard unſhaven, ftretched upon thoſe 
flocks, with not a curtain round = 


ON DEATH. 157 


and with fcarce a cover to conceal his 
waſted body ! 

Turn round and view the floor 
another miſerable heap = 2 tatters: it 
is the bed of tuo poor children ot this 
afflicted ſufferer! and this, this place of 


woe, is the only habitation which re- 


ceives and hides the heads of theſe chil- 
dren, with their mother and himſelf! 
That woman, bathed in tears, and cloth- 
ed in the garments of poverty, is the 
wife of that huſband, is the mother of 


theſe children—— hapleſs wife, and ſtill 


mother 
narrow this apa 


more hapleſs 
But 


though offentive and foul, it would well 


ſuffice, and be but little complained of, 
did not want, cruel want, here too fix 
her abode ; could the mother ſupply the 
importunate demands of her hungry 
children, or alieviate the pains and tut- 
ferings of her huſband. But 
alas! the pariſh with holds relief from 
aliens to its rights; and how fha.] the 
charity of the beneficent find out in the.r 
populous, but obſcure retrcats, the 
ſtranger and unknown! 


Nay 
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all 
we 


diftreſs, 
_ foul 


Tb 


ing this, 


us refrain from tears. 


— 


pon 


ON DEATH. 


ty roo! VU 


MEETS 
fabi 


Oh who could refrain, to ſee a fellow- 
creature lying in this exquiſite 


could none of 
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fou! and body equally eſtranged from 
comtort and 1 who could re- 
frain, to ſee one, for whom Chrift died, 
thus about to periſh, ignorant and hope- 
leſs, in a land where the glad-tidings of 
this Saviour are ſo conſtantly and uni- 
verſally preachedꝰ 

Mored with compaſſion, I endeavour- 
ed to offer ſome conlolation—the ut- 
moſt which 1 dared to offer: for alas! 
how can the miniſters of Chr:# exceed 
their commiſſion ; how ſpeak peace to 
thoſe with whom there is no peace ?— 
But my offers were unavailing ; he told 

me, he had led a wicked and a care- 
Iſs life, and now he found that the end 
of it was forrow and deſpair.“ After 
every argument to aruute and to confole, 
I joined in priyer with him and his 
wretched houſhold; and exnorting him 
to earueſt prayer and fervent ſupplica- 
tion for himſolf to the Father of our C 

Feſus Cor iſt, | left them, deſigaing on 
the morrow to renew my Vit. 

But from this melancholy office I was 
prevented by his wife, wur came in the 


morning to inform me tha te expired 


in the night; expired regardleis, as it 


laſt gaſp, when hope is given up, and when 
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ſeemed, of all things, utterly ſtupid, 

ſenſeleſs, and unheeding. | 
And thus too often it happens, that the 

miniſter is ſent for when the foul is at the 
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all our endeavours, alas! are inefficacious 
as pouring water in a ſieve. During 
almoſt a twelvemonth's illneſs, Eczxo 
thought not of God, of repentance, of 
death. Juſt when the lamp of life was 
going out, juſt when the trembling foul 
| fluttered on the verge of eternity, the 

alarm was given, and all was contuſion, 
diſorder, and diſmay. His whole life was 
a ſcene of care, of toil, of diſcontent, 
and fin. Neglectful, wholly neglectful of 
religion, his — were paſſed in tri- 
fling or drunkenneſs; the ſcanty pittance 
he gained by his labour, was too common- 
ly condemned, before it was earned; and 
his wife and children bewailed in hunger 
and want, their frequent diſappointment 
of his wages. Hence arofe brawls and 
contentions at home; which rendered 
the little wretched lodging ftill more 
wretched. As no ſurplus was faved, 
his own, and the cloathing of his family 
was ſeltom ſuperior to rags; and he _ 

wi 
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without a friend to ſerve, as he died with- 
out a friend to ſuccour or to pity him! 
Miſerable end of a miſerable exittence : 
fearful poverty, and introduction to ſuf- 
ferings far more fearful ! | 

Goed God! what is man ? how terrible 
is it thus to paſs a few years in this vale 
of ſorrow, comfortleſs, deſpicable, aban- 
doned—To know _ 8 refreſh- 
ments and delights of this life, and yet 
to forfeit all the delights of the future 
But let me forbear making any reflec- 


tions, till I have ſhewn you the contraſt 


of Eczno, in « man of the fame occupa- 
tion and the fame rank of life, whom 
_ alſo I late attended upon his death-bed 
—and would to Heaven my later end 
may be like his ! 


To the Author of the Reflefions on Death. 


STR, 
TI 
Of the wath of this we have 
_—— in Cardinal BzaurForr. 
. account of this unhappy perſon was 
affecting and inſtruftive: permit me 
. 


* 
2 
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He was buried in the cathedral of Winchefer, with 
this Larix inſcription over his grave; Tribula- 
rer fi neſeirem miſericordias tuas, Did I not know 


the greaneſs of thy merey, I ſhould be 


_ Hiſtory informs us, that he was ac 
cuſed of — Duke of Gro 
CESTER, but he —— with the king to > gant 
him letters of for all the offences he 
committed ; — the Whats 6s _ 


to the 26 of Fa 1437. He died the 21th of 
| 1447, having ſurvived the above-mentioned 
 HumennEy little more than 


| twenty-eight 
days: marge and, if 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


The ports of death are fn, of life prod deeds, 
— the . XA ue ds : 
How wwilful blind is be then, who bon a tray, 
And hath it in his power to make his way ! 
This world death”; region is, the other life's 3 
And here it ſbau d be one of cur firſt ftrifes, 
So to front death as men ſhou'd judge us paſt it: 
For goed men but ſee death, the — * 


T T is common to hear circumſtances 
& and ſtation in life urged as an ex- 
cuſe for neglect of religion; to obviate 
: 3 we have examples propoſed to us 
of ſincere and regular piety, in every 
ſtation of life *. nn are ſhewn, 
that religion is incompatible with no 
worldly circumſtances; and of conſe- 
quence, no worldly circumſtances can 
offer a ſufficient excuſe for a diſregard 
to it. The wretched E ENO could urge 

1 


— 


* It muſt be underſtood, that I ſpeak of the 
honeſt and allowable ſtations in life. There are 
fome profeſſions, with which, indeed, religion is 
abſolutely incompatible ; and theretore, if a man 
would fave his ſoul, he muſt either abjure theſe, 
or never think of ſalvation. 
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his labour and poverty—but how inef- 
fectually? Look at his fellow-labuurer 
MeznTos, and learn how weak and fri- 
volous ſuch an apology. | 
M:nTor was of the ſame occupation 
with Eceno; worked in the ſame ſhop, 
and earned the ſame wages: MenTor 
too was an a ried man, and had chil- 
dren. Thus far there was a fimilitude : 
but in other reſpects, where can that 
fimilitude be tuund ?—Diligent and 
punctual, Mentor was never abſent a 
day from his buſin ſs, unleſs detained by 
fickneſs or ſome other neceſſary avoca- 
tion; ever found in his duty, while 
Eokxo kept holiday, and waſted his im- 
portant time in drunkenneſs and riot. 

Fearing God, and anxious to pleaſe 
him, Mex rog never reframed his feet 
from the church, and was a regular at- 
tendant at the blefſcd ſupper of the 
Lord; ſtrictly obſerving the Sabbath, 
and ſpending it as became a Chriſtian, a 
huſband, a father: while Eczno's tem- 
ple was the alehouſe, and his devotion 
only oaths and impicty. wo | 

Go to the places of their abode, and 
mark the there allo: you have 
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cradle of declining age. 
How plealing. use 
tend the death - bed of ſuch a Chriſtian 
Oh, FF. 
voluptuouſneſs and pomp, how doth the 
death-bed of fuch a Chriftian 
your follies, and condemn your vikeuzry 
view !=—-0n that bed I faw him.— True, 
no conſultation of phyſicians was held 
on his account; no damaſk decorated 
his apartments; no carpets his floors; 
veſſels of filver and gold were wanting to 
| convey the little nouriſhment he took: 
— what wretched comforters 
are theſe, when the body de. 
clas the fatal mament of eternal ſepa- 
ration from this world a | 
How much more excellent the conſola- | 


52 
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tion ariſing from the teſtimony of an ap- 
proving conſcience! The more a man 
leaves behind him, the more reluctantly 
he dies: to die is an eaſy matter to the 
poor; and to a good man, what matters 
it whether he die on a throne or a dung- 
Hill ? The only misfortune at the hour of 
death is to find oneſelf deſtitute of the 
ſupports of true religion! 

Men rox was not deſtitute of theſe ; 
6 I am arrived, Sir, ſaid he, at that pe- 
riod for which I was born, and for which 
I have been long preparing: and bleſſed 
be God, I do not find any terrors in 
_— h of death! Thanks be 10 God, 

who giveth us the vidlory, through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt! I am thankful to the 
good providence of my heavenly Father 
for all things ;—but how ſhall I expreſs 
my thankfulneſs for his exceeding love 
in "ths gift of his Son! Oh, 
what a ſupport is he to finful creatures, 
like us, in this hour eſpecially ! Bleſſed. 
for ever bleſſed be God, for his inefti- 
ift of redemption thro the blood 
of the b, offered up for the fins of 
the whole world !”” Rejoiced to fee him 
thus triumphant over death, I congra- 
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tulated his felicity, and . remarked the 
vanity of worldly ſtations, when God 
diſtributes his ſpiritual favours thus free- 
ly to the low as well as the high, to 
the poor as well as the rich. True, 
Sir, ſaid he, this is a ſweet reflection to 
the poorer and meaner ſort of us: it 
hath often refreſhed my ſoul, and ſtop- 
ped every tendency to murmuring and 
complaints, which are too apt to ariſe in 
our naughty hearts, at the ſight of the 
rich, and their plentiful enjoyments. 
And it was a pleaſing thought often to 
me in the midft of my labour, that my 
divine and glorious Saviour ſtooped to 
a mean and toilſome employment, and 
condeſcended to work with his own 
hands; ſetting us an example, and thus 
alleviating to the true Chriſtian, all the 
wearinefs of fatigue and daily pains. I 
am jure, the recoſlection of this has given 
me new life and ſpirits when I have been 
almoſt worn out, and ready to fink down 
with labour. Ard when I have conſi- 
dered all his lovi ng-kindneſs towards me, 
which he has ewed in ſo many inſtan- 
ces, I have always with joy perſevered 
in * duty, and thought myſelf happy 

H that 
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that I had a being to praiſe and adore 
him. And now my race 1s run, and I 
am about to appear before the Judge of 
all the earth! “ I doubt not, replied 
I, you will appear with joy, and be for 
ever bleſſed in his kingdom! Through 
Chriſt I truſt 1 ſhall, ſaid he; my only 
hope and reliance is on the Re- 
deemer ! for oh, Sir, what am I, what 
have I, but om him—and alas ! what [ 
have done is fo imperfect and unworthy, 
that it cries for pardon only, not for re- 
ward! Can it be poſſible that any human 
being can talk of merit before God 
Lord Jeſus, pardon the ſinfulneſs even 
of my beſt and moſt holy ſervices, and 
waſh them clean in thy blood!“ Bur, 
obſerved I, though you depend not upon 
any thing you have dene, nor appre- 
hend the leaft merit or deſerving in any 
of your works, doth it nat give your 
foul great peace and comfort, when you 
look back, and remember, that you have 
done fuch works, or rather that you 
hve uſed your beſt endeavours to obey 
all the laws of Chrift?” Oh yes, 
| replied he, great, very great peace! 
without this I could have no 
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all ; for without this what teſt could I 
hive of any ane Bnccckey, or how could 
I dare to expect any mercy from the 
Redeemer ? No, I bleſs him for enabling 
me, by his grace, to do ſomething ; 
would to God I had been more diligent, 
and could have done more Wirhour bo- 
lineſs no man ſhall fee him: I have la- 
owes afrer it with all cy mcght, and > 
the beſt of my knowledge: may the 
gracious Fd pity my wekneſs, and 
perfect what is wanting in me“ 

He added much more ; but from this 
the reader may eaſily collect, how hap- 
py an end a man of ſuch juſt ſentiments 
muſt make. He received the bleſſed 
facrament from my hands, and never 
did I adminifter that facred viaticum to 
a more elevated chriſtian. I remember 
one paſſage in our converſation ſtruck 
me: Sir, faid he, though I had never 
any great learning, I have always been 
pleaſed with reading ; and from fome 
book, early in my youth, I was taught 
to conſider myſelf as a pilgrim, appoint- 
ed to travel through this world to the 
other, where I was to remain for ever. 
This notion made a great impreſſion 

It 2 upon 
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upon me; and I ever afterwards uſed to 
conſider myſelf as a traveller, and there- 
fore entertained no great hopes or fears 
reſpecting any thing below; but looked 
continually to the end of my journey, 
the happineſs of which, I was perſuaded, 
depended on my right management of 
 myſ-If during my ſtay here. And this 
thought was "the occaſion not only of 
much content to my ſoul, and of much 
peace and reſignation under every afflic- 
tion and croſs accident; > but of my con- 
tinued attention to duty, and of the ex- 
acteſt caution in my daily walking.“ 

Such was MexTor 3 whole life and 
death were equally amiable and exem- 
plary. What a contraſt to the wretched 
 Eceno !—What man but would wiſh 
to die the death of the former ? then 
let him take heed not to lead the life of 
the latter. Ye ſons of men in the hum- 
bler ſtations cf life, read the important 
leſſon before you. Look at the exam- 
ples, and revolve their ends ! avoid the 
vices of Ecexo, and copy the virtues of 
Mx x ron ſo you will hive 1 in credit, 


and die in peace. 


And 
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And let us all remember, That 
every day of our life is, in the morning, 
a blank leaf, whereon, during the courſe 
cf it, we write, and in characters indeli- 
ble, all the actions of our life ; let us be 
careful, then, that there be nothing im- 
pure, nothing baſe in them; that he, 
before whom they are to _ laid, may 
read them with approbation. Let us 
live fo, that we may never die z let us 
_ inſtantly ſet about it with all our might, 


before that tremendous ſound be given, 


« He expires!” 


ns a 


Exhovt feouants to be 2 unto their own maſ- 
ters, and to pleaſe them well in all things; not an- 
ſevering again Not purloining, but ſhewing all 


good fidelity ; that they may adorn the doctrine of 
God our Saviour in all things. Titus it. 9, 10. 


Let thy ſoul love a goed ſervant, and defraud him 
not of his liberty. Eecleſiaſt. vit. 21. 


| FTER having attended the death- 


beds of the buſy and the gay, 


The noble and the poor; after having 
2 the iſſue of life ſpent in thoſe 
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wriuits, which are common to man- 
ind, and contraſted every character, to 
make each more ſtriking; I intended 
to have ſtopped here, and conſidered 
death in the « general view, to have of- 
fered arguments and conſolations againſt 
the fear of it ; and, in concluſion, to have 
contemplated the great things which fol- 
low after, Judgment, Heaven, and Hell. 
But a funeral, at which I was called 
laſt night to officiate, leads me to poſt- 
pone theſe Reflections to a following 
chapter, that I may poy fore wihute tw | 
n humble : 


though 
loud 
But why ſhould 1 de the provummive 
of greatneſs ; of worldly $ and 
external f ? To do well and to 


ought to obtain 

obtain praiſe !— 

rity, — no titles dignify, whom no 
hoſe 
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and time can give, as God, as heaven, 
as ct-rnity are ſuperior tv all theſe. This 
brig at and bleſſed honour is not con- 
ferred according to rank, or birth, or 
titles; but to high and low, rich and 
pocr, the glorious prize is held forth 
alike, and to him who doeth beſt and 
beſt deſerveth, ſhall the belt recompence 
be given. Yet one ſure method to 
obtain this bleſſing, in that kingdom, 
where all diſtinftions eternally ceaſe, 
is to act and live by to ele is 
tinctions and ſubordinations, which God 
hach wiſely appointed upon earth: I 
mean, the fure method ro obtain God's 
favour, is to acquieſce thankfully in that 
ſtation of life wherein he hath placed us; 
and, with entire ſubmiſſion, to difcharge 
farhtully, and „ all the duties 
it. 

So thought the worthy man, whoſe de- 
cent funeral was laſt night folemnized : 
he had been ſervant in a neighbouring 
family above twenty and during 
that time had abundantly cred him- 
ſelf by the ſtrifteſt fidelity. A rare ex- 
ample, when the depravity of this order 
amongſt us is the ſubject of univcr- 
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ſal complaint, and the ſevereſt tax upon 
the domeſtic felicity of numbers ! Tho” 
perhaps the cauſe and the remedy of the 
evil are both to be drawn from other 
ſources than thoſe which are generally 
propoſed; to be drawn rather trom the 
heads of families, than from thoſe who 
act in raenial capacities. A prudent and 
conſcientious maſter, for the moſt part, 
makes prudent ard regular ſervants: 
and it is from the iacreale of ſuch exam- 

ples, that we muſt expect improvement 
in our attendants. 

PeTruc1o (ſo call we the ſubject of 
our * — 1 og was happy in this 
reſpect; ha in a maſter, whoſe own 
hfe was — 4 and whoſe great care 
was to diſcharge tenderly every duty, 
which he owed to his ſervants. He was 
well recompenſed by the love and fide- 
lity of his — in general, but of 
Prraucio in particular. This faithful 
domeſtic had right notions of God, him- 
ſelf, and his duty. He murmured not at 
the inferiority and ſervility of his own 
condition: he knew it was the will of 
God; as ſuch he received it with thank- 
fulneſs, and lived in it with cheerful 

5 8 
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content: conſi himſelf as the ſer- 
vant of Chriſt, he acted always conſcien- 
tiouſly, as deſirous to pleaſe him, and not 
man only. Reflecting, that the eye of 
God, if not of his maſter, was always 
upon him, he feared to neglect his duty, 
and thought it a excuſe for himſelf, 
if he could eſcape the notice of anearthly 
obſerver, while all his actions were mi- 
nutely ſcanned by him, who ſearches the 
ſecrets of the heart. Hence he ſerved 
leaſer, but as the ſervant of 
leneſs of heart as unto Chriſt ; 
but as the ſervant of 
„ doing the will of God from the 
beart ; all his ſervice was done with a 
good-will, not with a moroſe conſtraint 
and fourneſs—as to the Lord, and not to 
man only; for he knew and ever bore in 
mind the comfortable truth, That what- 
ſoever good thing any man deeth, the ſame 
Hall be receive of the Lord, whether be be 

bond or free *. , 
In conſequence of theſe right princi- 
ples, Pxærxucio ever theſe rig his maſ- 
ter's intereſt, as eſſentially connected 
H 5 with 
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We may well believe that a ſervant 4 

with ſuch notions muſt be uniform and 7 

excellent in his whole conduct. And ; 
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queath to a widow ſiſter and her chil- 
dren, whom it reſcued from many diffi- 
culties, and placed in a happy ſituation, 
above dependence and neceffiry. 
During the time of his laſt ſickneſs, 
he frequently declared, that the tender- 
neſs and regard of his maſter and miſtreſs 
to him mere than overbalanced the merit 
of all his former ſervices, and were an 
bundant recompence to him. For P- 
TRUcio had a mind, and was 
ſenſible of affectionate treatment. His 


— dls miſtreſs | 
; ak. 268 i a 6 was 
due for his faithful ſervices,” “ And 
that word, Madam, ſaid the honeſt fel- 
low, with tears in his eyes, that word is 
n 
22 
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Thus died this uſeful, worthy man: 

and, to do all honour to him, his maſter 
buried him at his own expence, with all 
the decency and propriety conceivable : 
ſix neighbouring farmers, tenants to his 
maſter, bore his pall ; his maſter and 
miſtreſs walked as chief mourners ; the 
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TRucto doubtleſs hath obtained, their 
only method is to go and do likewiſe; 


is to imitate his example; is to make 
their maſter's intereſts their own. The 
| beſt motive upon which they can do 


ds ts panties, thee bn > ing they 
EY Nn may be aſſu- 
| 19222 ding to their fidelity, ſo 
ſhall they reap hereafter. For God is no 
olice — 
4 ty the fol- 
* rules, which were ſent 
by an nown hand to to the Chrifien's 
1 * eo with the 


Gentleman who ſent them, That, if 
„4 in all kitchens and 
ſervants halls (printed on a large ſheet), 
oy warts bo mandy af” 


To the Faithful, Honeſt, and Induſtrious. 

I. A good character is valuable to 
every one, but eſpecially to ſervants, 
for it is their bread ; and without it they 
cannot be admitted into a creditable fa- 
mily : and happy it is, that the beſt of 


ob 


C In January, 1762, Ps 36. 


_ IV. Preſerve your fidelity ; for a faith- 
ful ſervant is a jewel, for whom no en- 
couragement can be too great. 

V. Adhere to the truth, for falſhood is 
tell twenty more to conceal it. 
ful to be thought unworthy of truſt. 
ier it 

ſuperiors. 
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ſlovens and fluts are diſreſpectful ſer- 
vants. 

X. Never tell the affairs of the family 
you belong to; for that is a fort of 
treachery, and often makes miſchief ; 
but keep their ſecrets, and have none 
of your own. 

XI. Live friendly with your fellow- 
ſervants ; for the contrary deſtroys the 
peace of the houſe. 

XII. Above all things avoid drunken- 
neſs; for it is an inlet to vice, the ruin 
of your character, and the deſtruction of 

your conſtitution. 
XIII. Prefer a life with mo- 

derate gains, to great advantages with 

irregularity 


XIV. Save your money, for that will 
be a friend to you in old-age: be not ex- 
penſive in dreſs, nor marry too ſoon. 
XV. Be careful of your maſter's pro- 
perty; for waſtefulneſs is a ſin. 5 
XVI. Never ſwear; for that is a ſin 
without excuſe, as there is no pleaſure 
in it. 

XVII. Be always ready to aſſiſt a fel- 
low- ſervant; for good- nature gains the 
love of every one. 

XVIII. 
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XVIII. Never ftay when ſent on a 
meſſage; for waiting long is painful to a 
— and quick return ſhews diligence. 

XIX. Riſe early; for it is difficult to 
recover loſt time. 

XX. The ſervant that often changes 
his place, works only to be poor; for the 
rolling ſtone gathers no moſs, 

XXI. Be not fond of increaſing your 
acquaintance ;, for viſiting leads you out 
of your bufinefs, robs your maſter of 
your time, and puts you to an expence 
you cannot afford: and, above all things, 
rake care with whom you are acquainted, 
for perſons — the better or the 
worſe for the company they keep. 
XXII. When out of place, be cau- 

tious where you lodge; for living in a 
_ Cvifreputable houſe puts you upon a foot- 
ing with thoſe that keep it, however in- 
nocent you are yourſelf. 

XXIII. Never go out on your own 
buſineſs without the . of the 
family, leſt in your abſence you ſhould 
be wanted; for leave is light: 
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XXIV. If you are diflatisfied in your 
place, mention your objections modeſtly 
to your maſter or miſtreſs, and give a 
fair warning, and don't neglect your bu- 
ſineſs, or behave ill, in order to provoke 
them to turn you away; for this will be 
a blemiſh in your char. cter, which you 
muſt always have from the place you 
ſerved. - e 


CHAPTER XVIII. 
Faith Builds a bridge acroſs the guiph of death, 
To break the ſhock, blind Nature cannot ſhun / 
Aud land: thought ſmoothly on the farther ſhore. 
Death's terror is the mountain faith removes ; 
That mountain barrier between man and peace. 
"Tis faith diſarms deſtruction; and abſolves 
From every clamoraus charge the guiltle/s tomb. 

: Youxs. 


 HILE wrapt 
the night, 1 take my folitary 
and contemplative walk in the church- 
yard, with what a feeling concern do I 


reflect on the living world around me! 


Ho ftriking the contraſt! Here reſt 
in quiet and peace the well-gigh. forgot 


ten 


* + ad. 1 1 us wb 


in the filence of 


diſtinctions which t 


\ 
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ten remains of thoſe who once filled u 
buſy ſpheres on the earth! All 
hey ſo anxiouſly 
courted, are now for ever done away; 
all thoſe animoſities which they ſo warm- 


beſe t 
der their latter end ! Benevolent with ! 
for nothing ſo powerfully, fo ſtrongly 
teaches as a conſideration of that latter 
end—which is of general 
every fon of Apam is equally 
ed ! Can we reflect upon the day of ciſſs- 
 Jution approaching, when every fublu- 
nary 
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nary hope ſhall ceaſe, and every worldly 


vamiſh as the ſhadow; can we 
ſurvey the ſolemn manſions of the dead, 
where the mingling duſt beſpeaks the 
folly of all earthly pre-eminence and ho- 
nour; and yet purſue, with unremit- 
ted chace, the flzeting vanities of life; 
and yet indulge, with unrelenting hearts, 
the burning paſſions, which torture hu- 
man peace, and murder man's beit fe- 
licity *—Nay, and can it be poſſible that 
we thould look beyond the grave, and 
recollect that an exiſtence everlaſting 
awaits us, and not uſe every wile, every 
rational method to ſecure to our fouls 
the comforts of that exiſtence, when 
time hath cloſed upon us, and we have 
bid. an eternal adieu to all things here 
below ? 2 1 | 
Tarice awful meditation ! May its 
powertul inſtruction deeply impreis my 
foul !—Nothing teaches like Death. It 
is, indeed, the wages of (in, and a fearful 
evil, we muſt needs allow it! but then 
it is a perſuaſive monitor, and, ſuperior 
to all things, convinces us of, and leads 
us to combat and conquer, fin ! 


The 


defirable enterpriſe, how deſtroy the ſting 


of death? Iris done, already done for us ! 
T banks be to God, who giveth us the victory 
through cur Lord Jeſus Chriſt ! 
Here then, thou trembling mortal, 
who art every day diſtreſſing thy feeble 
| foul with the fear of approaching death 
— here behold the firft and greateſt con- 
folaiion under it: Faith in Feſus 
Cbriſt,“ who through death deſtroyed bim 
who bad the power of death; and will 
deliver thee from that fear of death, 
-which all thy life-time hath kept thee 
in bondage! Look to that triumphant 
Conqueror, who died on the crofs, and 
lay in the grave, to ſanctify it for us: 
lee in his precious redemption a full par- 
don for all thy offences; and, with the 
eye of faith ſteadily fixed upon him, 
thou alſo ſhalt triumph over an enemy, 
already vanquiſhed. RY 


This 
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This is the remedy againſt, 
and chief conſolation under, the fear of 
Death, ** the knowledge and love of Fe- 
fus Chriſt ;” which, properly underftood, 

comprehends every other conſulation. 
But that we may ys be miſunderſtood, 
let us, as a ſecond conſolation and remedy, 
recommend to the foul, deſirous of vic- 
tory over this fearful foe, © an earneſt 
care to live a life of obedience through 
that faith in Cbriſt, which indeed wi 
out fuch obedience will be found weak 
to ſupport the firm ſtructure of a joyful 
Live as you would wiſh to have 
- hved when your anxious head is laid 
upon the dying pillow ; live as the goſpel 
of that Saviour directs, through whom 
alone you expect ſalvation; live as you 
are aſſured he will approve : the pro- 
ſpect oi Death will then animate your 
foul with fortirude and delight; you 
will wiſh to be diffolved and to be with 
Chriſt ! 

There again we enjoy another conſola- 
tion, xquiſite and unſpeakable, under 
the «pprehenfion of death: We ſhall 
be with Chriſe * We ſhall live with 
him, and be like him! Like in purity 
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and holineſs, and like him in ha 
too! Tranf| thought! Can Death 
de eſteemed an evi ?—ay, rat er muſt 
we not welcome that as our greateſt youd, 
which conveys us from a world, like 


en where } 
and reft, + (hall eternally 


e we ſhall ſpeak 


more hereafter. 

Another reflection which ought to abate 
our fears, and reconcile us to death, 
is © the abſolute certainty, and unavoid- 
ate e Could our fears 
at all avail to the ſtroke, or even 
to reſpite it, they might well be allowed, 
and we ſhould have fome plauſible rea- 


the ſtroke is inevitable! Surely then it 
is our wiſdom to familiarize A to 


an event which maſt come ſhortly, and 


which, to render us ſtill more watchful, 
may come inſtantly. Claim 
more the character of rational, ye ſimple 
ones of the earth, who 4 at the 
thoughts of Death, and uſe every me- 
thod which i thought can de- 
viſe, to diſſipate and drive it from you. 
—Lo, the moment comes, and utterly 

un- 


fon to urge in their ſupport. Bur alas, 


ye then no 


C 
— — 
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ne, 3 mat fans deſire your 
uer yourſelves; and te- 
own yo yen 4 
it will come, review it in all its circum- 
ſtances, and learn, through Chriſt, to 
gain a happy victory over this dreadful 
leveller of all human diſtinctions. 

And reflect, of what will Death de- 
prive you? Not of being - which to us 
muſt certainly be of all things moſt dear 
No; the ſoul cannot ceaſe to be; it only 
changes i its circumſtances and ſtate th 

« Bur it {ſeparates thoſc old and familiar 
friends the bedy and the fel!“ And let 
us bleſs God for the ſeparation. For 
who can regret a ſeparation from that 
fleſh, which is the ſeat of fin and of diſ- 
eaſes, and which, from both, hath fo 
frequently afflicted us with the moſt 
piercing diſtreſs! No; farewell to the 
body (we will fay with joy), fince there- 
by we bid an eternal farewell to ſickne ſs 


and fin! 
us from this 


« But Death 
world!“ True; = it introduces to 
one, unlike the preſent, where ſorrows 


and loſſes, diſappointments and trials, 
mall never more be known.—** Bur it 


ſepa- 
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ſeparates us from our friends Afflict- 
ing ſeparation! The tender heart muſt 
blerd, and the affectionate eye cannot 
fail to drop a tear! Yet look forward 
and behold—ſce in the joyful realms 
to which thy ſpirit is foarng— 
immortal and unait-rable friends, await- 
ing thy glad arrival !—and perhaps many 
already, many near to thy heart, have 
gone before thee, and will give thee an 
enrapturing welcome. Nay, yet a little 
while, and thou ſhall receive to thy re- 
Joicing embraces thoſe whom thou haſt 
left weeping in the vale of forrow! 

Armed with theſe confolations, who 
ſhall fear the ſtroke of Death? Who 


but muſt rejoice to relinquiſh this ſcene 


of trial and trouble, and to commit 
their ſouls into the arms of a Redeemer, 
who died to fave his people from their 


fins; of a Father, whoſe unwearied care 


is over all his works, and whoſe watch- 
ful providence extendeth to the minuteſt 
concerns of his creatures? In that cheer- 


ing truth the foul! muſt find comfort, as 


under every trial and affliftion, ſo eſpe- 
cially when the moment of death ap- 


92 — 


4, 


_ | : A 7 —— Sa 
—_— — —— 
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the better will cf ſuch a father, will 
receive with thankfulneſs and confum- 
mate nation! 

As therefore death muſt come, and 
after death, judgment, and a ſtate of bliſs 
or miſery unalterable, let us, like the 
wiſe virgins, keep cur lamps always 
ready trimmed and burning, that we 
may never be found unprepared. And 
that we may ſtill be excited to a ſtricter 
watchfulne/'s—let us contem thoſe 
great things that are to come hereafter : 
let us now ſuppoſe ourſelves as fum- 
moned to appear before the judgment- 
ſeat of God, and as about to receive 
that eternal reward cf our dred  — 
beaver or bell; — affe cting thought! 
Holy Fa her—we tremble and adore! 
Blefſed Jeſus, be our advocate and in- 
tetceſſur! 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XX. 


Shall man ale, . ge fate, whoſe final 
Hangs on that hour, exclude it — 
1 think of nothing ede: I fee, ¶ feel it:? 

All nature, like an earthquake, trembling round; 
All deities, like ſummer s arme, on wing ? 
All taſting in the fu | meridian biaze ! 
¶ /ee the Ju bot enthron'd ! the flaming guard? 
T he wolume open d open d cry heart ; 

A ſun beam pointing out each ſecret thought ! 

M/ patron! interceſſor none ! now f aſt 

The ſweet, the clement, mediatorial hour ! 

Far guilt no plea; to pain no pauſe, no bound? | 
Trexorable ail ! and all extreme. 

Nieur Tuouenrs, Night 9. 


NId our exiſtence end with this 
life, how lirtle to be dreaded, yea, 
in many caſes, how much to be defired 
were death! But our exiſtence doth 
not end with this hfe ; eternity is be- 
fore us: and it is eternity which makes 
death of fo much conſequence, How 
awful, how alarming is that repreſenta» 
tion which the ſacred ſcriptures give us 
of the folemn day approaching, which 
is to determine our fate for this eter- 
mty! Let us contemplate the ſtupen- 


dous ſcene, — for 98 
12 
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ſuch intereſting re flect ions without ſeri- 
ous thoughts, and heaven- directed reſo- 
lutions? The ſteady belief of a future 
r men 
zealous in duty. 

The doctrine of a future j is 
peculiar to the Chriſtian — 
Human reaſon could not diſcover it; for 
human reaſon could not diſcover how the 
God of all the earth would be pleaſed to 
deal with his creatures, and with that 
world which he hath formed for them.— 
But in much mercy, to animate and 
awaken our beſt deſires, the eternal Lord 
of all hath declared, that an endleſs and 
unalterable ſtate is reſerved for us, happy 
or miſerable, as we comply with, or re- 
fuſe the terms of his covenant :——and 
that upon a day appointed, he will paſs 
the righteous all ; _ 
thoſe who have done good ſhall go in 
life , and thoſe who bave dove 
evil into everlaſting fire! 

Alarming, important truth! What 
thinking creature can be indifferent to 
in! Picture the awful ſcene to 


view: 
imagine yourkIf now called to the bar 
ts there, enthroned 
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in glory unutterable, fits the ſovereign 
Fudge, the gracious Redeemer ! thou- 
ſand thouſands miriitering unto him, 
and ten thouſand times ten thouſand 
flandmg before him! See that earth, 
once the ſeat of all your cares and 
fears, now wrapped in univerſal flame: 
bark! the heavens are paſſing away 

with infufferable noife ; the fun is ex- 
_ tinguiſhed ; the ſtars have ſtarted from 
their ſpheres, and all this ſyſtem of 
created- things is haſtening into utter 
deſtruction! the trump, the awakening 
trump hath founded, and all the dead, 
arifing from their fepulchres, are ſum- 
—_ to appear before the impartial 
Jud 5 
: Oh, terrible diſtreſs! where, where 
ſhall we fly, if conicience condemns us, 
and we dare not approach that im- 
partial Judge! In vain ſhall we call 
upon rocks to hide, - or mountains to 
cover us! rocks and mountains are 
themſelves diſſolving; they can give 
neither ſhelter for our heads, nor ſup- 
for our feet! In vain ſhall we fo- 
icit our friends to intercede z-——our 
friends will be then too deeply _—_— 
bs 
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ed themſelves to regard the cauſe of 
others; and what, ah—what could pa- 
trons or friends avail, when © the cle- 
_ the mediatorial hour” is now abſo- 
lute ly paſſed and gone; —and we have 
not made him cur intercefſor, who would 
have been as mighty to ſave and reward, 
as he now is to puniſh and 3 
What too will diſſembling profit us; 
how can we expect to deceive A. 
eyes are as a flame of fire, who pierceth 
into the heart's inmoſt receſs! who will 
lay open before us the whole volume of 
our lives, and place in the univerſal view 
all thoſe thoughts, and words, and deeds 
. of darkneſs, "which in vain we ſecreted 
from the eyes of an cape the ye of 
earth ;—for who can eſcape the 
Omniſcience ? * 
ceive, the anguiſh adlcd with cops ove 
fouls, when the dire ſentence of condem- 
which breathed only mercy and loveto - a 
juſt ; and which we deſpiſed, when call- 
ing us upon earth to him, with the moit 
— invitations ;—Come unto me, and 
4 ou refs! Agpravating Cir- 
6 2 


- 
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We might have been bleſſed, 


arrived; ** Depart, ye curſed, into everlaſf- 
ing fire, prepared for the devil and bis 
hs s the dreadful malediction ! 

No, my foul, through this Redeemer”'s 
never-changing love, we will hope, confi- 
dently hope, to avoid the horrors of this 
extreme diſtreſs! And, ob, that every 
foul of man would, with ſuch compoſcd 
and folemn thought, meditate u 


that joyful — of thankfulneſs only 


might on that day be heard; that with 


humble truſt we might approach the 
Judge's throne, and find in him,—not 
the Almighty avenger,—but the Father, 
the Saviour, the Friend ! 

What can equal the goodneſs of our 
God ! or what could we defire more gra- 
cious at his hands, than that he ſhould 
ſeat upon the tribunal of juſtice that Son, 
the only-begotren and beloved Son, who 
once came to our earth, not to judge, 
but to be judged; who died for thole 
finners on whom he is now willing to 
confer an eternity of bliſs ! 


9 Happy 


cumſtance! We have abuſed this love. 
eternally - 
bleſſed ! But now the fatal moment is 


pon it, 
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Happy he, who, convinced of this 
adorable grace, looks continually and 
ſtedfaſtly, with the eye of Faith, to that 
great day when the Saviour ſhall come 
in the clouds! Then ſhall his fears be 
for ever removed, and all his anxious 
doubts ſhall vaniſh as the ſmoke; then 
with an accent of melodious ſwceinefs, 
with a look full of love and joy inef- 
fable, the great Redeemer ſhall welcome 
him, togther with all thoſe who have 
been faithful unto de: :th, ſhall welcome 
them and fay, Come, ye bleſſed of my Fe- 
ther, receive the kingdom prepared for you 
from the beginning of the world! —Nay, 
he ſhall vouchſate to enumerate thoſe 
general deeds of chriſtian benevolence, 
which ſuch fouls have performed :hrough 
their faith in him: and not only enu- 
merate, but acknowledge them, as if 
they had been conferred upon himſelf ; 
Inaſmuch as ye did it unto the leaſt of theſe 
my brethren, ye did it unto. me 
Hos forcible, hom aſſectionate a motive 
i to us now in the day of pilgrimage, to 
de diligent, continually and uaweariedly 

. diligent in all ſuch acts and offices of 
: ** Cbriſt will accept them, our Re- 
deemer, 
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deemer, our judge, our hope, and our 
all, will accept our tender charities to 


— and als ally a8 ths Cr 
pel of our Lord Jeſus Cbhriſt; who will be 
puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruftion, from 
the preſence of the Lor d, and from the glo- 
ry ef his power, when be ſhall be revealed 
from Heaven with bis mighty angel, in 
flaming fire, gtaking vengeance ; and when 
he Hall come to be glorified in bis ſaints, 
and to be admired in all them who believe, 
in that day*. A paſſage of ſcriprure 
; I S_ which 
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which cannot fail greatly to influence 

_ thoſe who give it that attention which 
its importance deſerves: for who can 
think of everlaſting deftrufion, from the 
preſence of the Lord, and the glory of his 
power, without an anxious deſire to avoid 
that deſtruction, the very terror of which 
chills the heart ! 


Proſtrate, my eontrite heart I rend: 
My God, my Father, and my Friend ! 
Do not forſake me in my end! c 
Loxp Roscommon. 


— 


— _ — 


enger XX. 


R 
into life eternal. 

* — Marr xxv. 26. 

ATERNAL ent! Eternal life! 
What awful words! What folemn 
ſandtions! Who can read them and be un- 
concerned ? Who can think of them, 
and be indifferent to the momentous 
truths they impart? — Were our exiſtence 
to terminate with the preſent paſſing 
indulgence might be laudable, and 


ſcene, 
every y Kl-graiation right. Let us 
eat and * Ge; 
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let us crown ourſelves with roſe-buds ;; 
let none of us go without his part of our 
voluptuouſref: ;* would then be the 
language of reaſon and truth But Eter- 
nity before us—conſummately bleſſed, 
or conſummately wretched ;—and death 
every moment ſhaking his dart triumph- 

antly over us, preparing to ſtrike once 

ſtrike no more; — can it be poſſible 
that any rational being ſhould remain 
unſolicitous, and neglect to prepare for 
the 1 nt realities of -w 1 white 
fugitive vanities of Time ! ! 

Yet, alas! many beings, 1 of 
their faculties, wy boaſting their ſupe- 
rior reaſon—are found, are daily found, 
immerſed in fin, and rivetted to the 
world ; heedlefs of God, of themſelves, 
and immorcalicy ; uninfluenced by every 


Relig ion 1 x and to ſecure the 
— ſalvation of their fouls! Oh, tha 
they would indulge one ferious reflec- 
tion; that they would condeſcend a- 
while to meditate, with us, on the miſe- 
rable woe reſerved for thoſe who forget 
their God—on the incxperiaible com- 

J 146 forts 
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forts which they ſhall in who 
love and ferve him ! * 
Think then, my fellow. creatures, oh, 

think of that — day of which we 
ſpoke before, and i imagine, if you can, 
the horror which muſt ſeize the ſouls of 
thoſe who hear the dreadful ſentence, 
Depart, ye curſed, into everlaſting fre 
driven from the of God, which 
s itſelf complete and perfect joy; driven 
from the habitations of the bleſſed, where 
ſongs of gladneſs are heard continual- 
ly; driven from the ſociety of thoſe 
beſt-loved friends, whoſe kind remon- 
ſtrances they would not hear on — 


— 14K 

and to fave, f ſhed even his own 
* blood, and as freely would have given 
life, had they but aſked it! 

And were not this, even only this ex- 
from God, from. Chriſt, from 
caven—of itſelf a bell ſufficient! Yer 
what horrors remain behind? They 
— 

et 


9 In che preceding Chapter. 
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— ty mind Fierce hate will 
the Tf Romer tous and they 
will curſe each ether is the Deer af 
their ſouls, as the mutual cauſes of each 

! Bur, little conſolation 


paſſed by; that ages upon ages gone; 
à period will be put : to this conſummate 
itery, and the priſoners of hell be ſet 


: But this hope is withdrawn “: 


* In Milor's Paradiſe Loft, we fad the follows 
ing tremendous deſcription :; 


—— de (Satan) views 
22. 


A dun- 
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Oh Eternity, Eternity, how fearful is 


the thought * And wilt thou, oh man, 
deluſions of fin, 


rable, unending ! 
At leaft, my foul, let the proſpect 
to thyſelf; and, ſtruck abun- 
dantly with its horrors—infinitely more 
alarming than thou canſt or 
iit>———— by Vs, a e 

late the more ſcene, the 
life eternal, the ect pleaſures which 
the dear Redeemer hath in” ſtore for 
continuance in 


ie the heart of man 10 conceive the 
greatneſs 


— 


— on — 
As one great furnace flam d: yet from thoſe flames 
No light, but rather darkneſs viſible 
Serv only to diſcover fights of woe, 
Regions of forrow, doleful ſhades ; where peace 
And reſt can never dwell ; hope never comes 
That comes to all ; but torture without end 
_ urges, and afiery deluge fed 
Wich ever. burning ſulphur uncon ſum'd! 

| 0 


to ſorrow and pain? Who among 
a ſttanger to the comfort which would 
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greatneſs and excellency of wel | 
things reſerved for the righteous; how 
ſhall we attempt to ſpell them our, dark 

in of clay? May it not 
ſuffice to know, that the happineſs we 
expect will be on all parts complete; 
i without the leaſt mixture or 
alloy of diſcontent or diſſatis faction 


Pleafing truth; yet not entirely ſuſh- 


cient to gratify our thirſty and inquiſi- 
tive ſouls. In condeſcenſion to our weak - 


. r 
| Rrength——{ 


for earneſt deſires after the 
knowledge of immortality doubtleſs be- 
ſpeak the foul immortal)—however, in 
great goodneſs certainly, Si of 
our — > has vouchſafed to us ſome 
glimpſes of that future felicicy, which 
may render us defirous enough to know 
more, which may animate every — 


vour towards the poſſcſſion of fo exalted 
a 


1! 

We feel evil fo ſenſibly, that W 
we can form a better idea of heaven from 
its negative than its poſitive bleſſings. 
Who amongit us is.a ſtranger to fickneſs, 


ſt us is 


follow tire from theſe 
an entire exemption bo 
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evils? —Now, in heaven, our bodies ſpi- 
tualized, and our fouls made perfect, 
we ſhall never know pain of body, or 
pain of mind: ſorrow and crying ſhall 
never have admiſſion into thoſe realms of 
Joy. 

But, happy as our ſtate would be, 
freed from thoſe cruel ſpoilers of our 
peace, yet if death and diſſolution were 
certain, the eminence of our blifs would 
only render the ſtroke doubly dreadful ! 
In heaven, then, to ſecure the perpetuity 
of our delight, there ſhall be no more 
ceath : 6 nd Gals wot 62 imacae- 
free from pain and from ſor- 
row, we ſhall fear no end of the trant- 
_ porting ſcene. 

9 numberleſs and un- 
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and all-plorious Deity, whoſe preſenc 
is joy, and bliſs, and heaven, ſhall be the 
life, the light, the pra: ſe of the NEW Je- 
RUSALEM, and all its divine inhabitants! 
Love ſhall reign triumphant in every 
hearr: every pure and celeſtial defire 


ſhall ſmile eternally, and eternally be 

found; where t 5 
times ten thouſand ſhall ceaſeleſsly hymn 
the Father of Mercies, and the Lamb who 
ſitteth on the throne for ever and ever 

| Come, then, Lord Jeſus! come and 
put a ſpeedy period to this miſerable 


world of confuſion and fin! Haſten, bleſſ- 


ed Lord, haſten thy kingdom; whence 
every evil ſhall be wholly removed, and 
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Yet, through the riches of thy wonder- 
ous grace, the humble Chriſtian, who by 
faith now enters into reſt, hath ſome 
ſueet foretaſte, ſome pleaſing anticipation 
of the joys to come. Love, grateful love, 
booking to thee, feels a tranſport which 
— fills it with ſweet com- 
placence towards all its fellow-creatures, 
and makes the afflitions of this tranſitory 
world light and eaſy to be borne—nay, 
which makes death itſelf no formi- 
— but devoutly to be wiſhed, as the 


Give me then, oh, ajve me Love, they 
bountiful Beſtower of every good git! fo 
ſhall I experience the beginning of heaven 
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Serious and i have been the 
ſubjects which have employed our mutual 
meditat ions: may they be impreſſæd no 
leſs ſtrongly on thy heart than on my 
own: may they awaken thee, if careleſs, 
to a life of love: may they confirm thee 
in that life, if happily thou art already 
devoted to it! This, this be fure is the 
_ only road to peace; this, this be ſure is the 
only wiſdom of man! Earneſtly wiſhing 
thee much ſucceſs in thy Chriſtian courſe, 
1 bid thee farewell, and exhort tnee to 
keep thine eye ſtedfaſt on the Author and 
Finiſher of thy Salvation! All befide will 
fail and forſake thee! But a little while, 
and as well the hand which hath written, 
as the eye which reads theſe lines, ſhall 
become cold and inactive, and moulder in 
the duſt : ſpeedihy, oh! my friend, our 
days will be completed, and we mult bid 


| N vs live ike choſe who know they muſt 
die, who know that they mult live for 
arne 
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